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CONSTANTLY oS. RENGTHENING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE SYSTEM AND FIRMLY DEFENDING THE 
SOCTALIST FATHERLAND 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 1-4, 24 


[Editorial ] 





Text | Having founded the country on land that occupies a very important 
strategic position in Southeast Asia, land that lies at the strategic 
intersection of Fast-West and North-South ocean routes and routes from the 


mainland to the sea, land that is located adjacent to the territory of 
traditional expansionist powers whose forces were many times larger than 
theirs, our forefathers recognized the fatherland's need to be "strong in 
order to endure the winds" at a very early date and always coordinated 
building the country with defending the country. 

"When the enemy invades, even the women fight"; this resolve, which has become 
a traditional ethical value of Vietnamese society, reflects the unyielding 
spirit of our entire nation, a spirit which President Ho pointed out at an 
early date is an invincible strength: "It forms a very powerful, large wave 
that rolls over every peril and difficulty and drowns all traitors and 
count ry-robbers."(1) 


[n the new age, the victories that have been wor by the Vietnamese revolution 
nave led to the establishment of the first dictatorship of the proletariat 
government in Southeast Asia, the defeat of aggressors who have been the 
embodiment of old style colonialism and neo-colonialism and the advance by our 


nation directly to socialism. 


[he people of the two fraternal countries of Laos and Kampuchea have united 
closely with our people on the same battle line. 


In this period, important events such as those mentioned above inevitably 
place new challenges before our entire nation. Together with the 
revolutionary and peace forces of the world, we are determined to defeat the 
counter-attack by imperialism, led by the U.S. imperialists, for the sake of 
peace, national independence and socialism, determined to defeat the scheme of 
annexation of Chinese chauvinism for the sake of national independence, peace 
and stability in Indochina and Southeast Asia. As V.I. Lenin said about the 

















proletarian revolution in Russia$ "More than any other revolution, our 
revolution has clearly proven this law: the forces of a revolution, its 
offensive power, its energy, resolve and victories stiffen the resistance by 


the bourgeoisie. "(2) 


[hrough this argument, Lenin revealed something that is in the nature of a 
law? as the offensive power of the revolution increases and its victories 
grow, the reaction by the enemy becomes increasingly fierce. Lenin had harsh 
criticism for communists who did not consider protecting socialism "to be the 
same as protecting the fatherland" and who thought they could "sleep on the 
pillow of peace" once the revolution had won victory. 


Since the Vietnam war, the weakness of the imperialists and reactionaries and 
their insane reactions have led to an historic inevitability: the forces 
representing the three revolutionary currents in this region have had _ to 
contend with and win victory over wars of aggression launched by traitorous 
and reactionary powers within the region, 


Having iong seen a formidable adversary in the Vietnamese revolution, the 
reactionaries within Chinese ruling circles looked for every way to limit the 
victory won by our people and schemed to permanently divide our country and 
keep us in a position of "being neither weak nor strong." Then, they openly 
waged wars of aggression against our country from two directions: the 
southwest and the north. They were defeated by our people. 


lhe multi-faceted war of sabotage that is being waged by the Chinese 
reactionaries against the countries of Indochina in collusion with the 
warmongering imperialists, headed by the U.S. imperialists, to "draw blood" is 
a continuation of these strategic calculations. On the one hand, this war 
reflects their familiar, malicious scheme of “undermining the dikes"; on the 
other hand, it reflects their predisposition to "bite off more than they can 
chew." The logic compelling them is to "handle snakes carefully." 


t{ course, we cannot automatically conclude that as long as they have not 
squeezed us tightly, they will not try to gobble us up. This is because any 
evaluation of "soft" or "hard" depends upon the viewpoint and method of 
evaluation employed by each side. Secondly, it is because the "contenders to 
the throne” within Beijing's reactionary ruling circles frequently resort to 
foreign policy sleigh of hand to resolve internal antagonisms. 


finding tnemselves in an isolated and weak position, the reactionaries within 
vei jing ruling circles have, at times, been forced to change their tactics and 
talk less aggressively. The 12th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party, 
which is monopolized by Deng, is trying to give the impression that turning 
points have been reached in the domestic and foreign policies of the 
leadership in Beijing. However, the mature of Chinese expansionism and 
hegemony and their scheme to weaken and eventually annex the countries of 
indochina have not changed at all. 


In view of the fact that the bellicose U.S. imperialists are howling about 
rewinning military superiority in the world and the Chinese expansionists and 
hegemonists right next door to us have prepared forces and battle positions, 











bt bet for yoing tato battle and routinely  ecnpape in acts ol 
movocation and acts of encroachment and occupation from the outside while 
boueing for every way to use our internal weaknesses to their advantage = and 

ily and provoke domestic reactionaries under a plan for "insurrection trom 
within and attacks trom the outside," we must be extremely vigilant, be 
determined to defeat the multi-faceted war of sabotage of the enemy and 
urgently make every necessary preparation for the dealing with a large-scale 


war Ol aggression, 


in the new stage of our country's revolution, in conjunction with building 
the country, our party considers strengthening the national defense system to 
be a basic, constant and long-range task of the entire party and all our 
people, ine national detense system must be built to the point where it is 
strong enouy) to defeat every war of aggression unleashed by the imperialists 
and reactionaries and insure the safety of the people as they build the 
country. Conversely, only by building an increasingly prosperous and strong 
country is it possible to lay a firm toundation for a permanently strong 
national defense system, possible to possess the strength needed to win 
victory over each war ot aggression and possible to firmly protect socialist 
construction throughout the country. 


One basic viewpoint in our party's line on defending the fatherland is that of 
closely linking the national defense system to the people's war to defend the 
tatherland, to the maintenance of politica! security and social order and 
safety. On the one hand, the national defense system, the nucleus of which is 
the people's armed torces, must always be in a state of readiness to 
Victoriously deal wit a war of aggression at any time and by any enemy. lt 
must be ready in terms of battle position and forces, in terms of will, 
thinking and defense plans. Once we are always ready in every respect, we can 
take the initiative and not be put into a disadvantageous position as a result 
of the enemy engaging in acts of provocation or creating tensions in a_ vain 
attempt to tire and weaken us. On the other hand, the building of the 
national defense system must be closely linked to the maintenance of political 
security and social order and safety. The people's armed forces must work 
with the entire party and all the people in a determined effort to suppress 
domestic reactionaries and persons who intentionally create disorder and 
maintain political security and social order and safety, considering this to 
be not only the task of the people's public security sector, but also the task 
of all the people, of all the armed forces, with the people's public security 
force serving as the nucleus. The people's armed forces must first join the 
entire party and al! the people in defeating the multi-faceted war of sabotage 
of the enemy, detcating their economic embargo, their disruption of the 
market, their psychological war and their spy war. The enemy is intentionally 
using the war of sabotage to prepare the conditions, to prepare the base for a 
large-scale war of aggression. Only by being determined to truly defeat the 
enemy's war of sabutage can we protect the production and the daily lives. of 
cur people, build a strong and solid economic, political and social base for 
he nationa. defense system and build a strong, solid and safe rear area tor a 
people's war to defend the fatherland. 


In view of the fact that both strategic tasks, building the country and 
defending the country, ire pressing tasks, the requirement of strategic 

















significance in the new stage is that we must rapidly make the country strony 
in every respect, make it strong economically, politically, militarily and 


culturally, strong in terms of science and technolopy, In order for our 
entire Mation to overcome the ditticulties being faced in production — and 
everyday life in the initial stage of the period of transition, we must 


develop and make good use of existing potential of the country and the people 
and make the most efficient use possible of all aid trom the Soviet Union and 
the other socialist countries, from the countries of the world that are our 
friends in order to produce more and more material and spiritual wealth for 
society. Our national defense system must be based on the strength of all our 
people, on the strength of the entire socialist system that is now being built 
within our country through the political, economic, cultural and scientific- 
technical achievements of the system itself. This strength is the combined 
strength of our entire nation in the new era, is a strength that is’ closely 
linked to the strength of the three revolutionary currents of our times, 
During the very ftarst days of the war of resistance, in June, 1947, President 
Ho advised when talking about defending the country by means of the strength 
of all the peoples "The oneness of our compatriots has become a brass wal! 
around the fatherland. Any enemy, regardless of how cruel or cunning they 
might be, that runs into this wall will be defeated."(3) 


in order to record large achievements in every area, we must’ thorougtily 
strengthen the system of collective ownership of the laboring people in every 
area because it is both the goal and the moving force of the socialist 
revolution in our country. Only by truly upholding the right of collective 
ownership of the laboring people in every field of endeavor in the work of 
building the country is it possible to uphold the people's right of ownership 


in the field ot defending the fatherland. 


lhe comprehensive solidarity and cooperation between ourselves and the Soviet 
(nion and with the two traternal countries of Laos and Kampuchea, our 
solidarity and cooperation with the other — socialist countries, the 


wholehearted support of the revolutionary and progressive forces of the world 
ind so forth, these are extremely important factors in the creation of this 
tremendous strength. 


in accordance with the people's war viewpoint and the viewpoint concerning the 
defense of the nation by all the people, we must build armed forces. that 
consist of strong main force units and strong units of the local army in order 
to insure that we have mobile forces capable of dealing decisive blows to the 
‘nemy when the opportunity arises and stationary forces that firmly control 
the locality and launch strong, widespread attacks against the enemy wherever 


? Ne\ ad aor? 


y ee 


[here must be balance and coordination between standing forces and reserve 
forces so that we can take the initiative in dealing with every situation: 
when not «at war and when the enemy suddenly launches a large-scale war of 
mweression, ine organization, management and training of reserve forces must 
be put on a regular basis so that they are ready to supplement the standing 
forces when necessary. 

















' COPie’ ipmy iust be strengthened in terms of its revolutionary hature, 
rlanidzal ton, () mand, management and so torth in order to constantly 

| Y it's regular force and modern nature in @ manner consistent with the 

eguirements of the task of defending the fatherland in the new stage, 


med forces tust maintain and make very good use of their technical 
, Considering this equipment to be property of the country that has 
been turned over to troops in der to fight the enemy and defend the country. 
ihe armed torces must always know precisely who the enemy is; commanders — and 
soidiers must be closely united, must be in a high state of combat readiness, 
must complete each assigned task well, must be worthy of being the reliable 
tool oof the dictatorship of the proletariat in the cause of protecting the 
Svstem, protecting the fruits of the revolution and protecting the creative 

f tie people and must excellently fulfill their international 


‘ i) oment 


labor 0 


obligation, 


mw armed forces that serve as the nucleus of the fight waged by all the 
people against the enemy must regularly be trained, supported and cared for in 
1 detailed, meticulous manner within the scope of the capabilities of the 


faring for the material and spiritual lives of troops better and implementing 
the policies regarding the families of war dead, war invalids and discharged 
military personnel well are practical ways to encourage everyone to fulfill 
the military obligation well. 


we must constantly concern ourselves with strengthening the flesh and blood 
relationship between the army and the people, uphold the tradition of "the 
army and the people being like fish and the water" and overcome violations of 
the policy and discipline concerning the masses. 
Protecting the fatheriand is the honor and the obligation of all the peopie, 
3; a precious tradition of our entire nation. It is necessary to widely teach 
fis honor, obligation and tradition among the people and youths and overcome 
the tendency to pursue only one's private life while neglecting common 


bligations. 


“The Hung Kings pertormed the service of founding the country, 
we must make every effort to defend it."(4) 


Now, more than ever before, these profound wo:ds of advice spoken by President 
Ho are reminding us to be concerned with building a strong and solid national 
lefense system in our work of building and defending the fatherland. As is 
he ase with the people's war, the defense of the nation is the work of the 


entire party, the entire army, all the people, the entire dictatorship of the 
proletariat system. it must truly be organized and led in a detailed = and 


se manner by the various party committee echelons, from the central to the 
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A GREAT FESTIVAL OF ALL PROGRESSIVE MANKIND 
Hanoi [AP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 5-10 


[Unattributed article | 


{Text | On 30 December 1982, the people of the fraternal Soviet Union and ali 
progressive mankind solemnly commemorate the 60th anniversary of the founding 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, one of the greatest achievements 
of the October Revolution. During these days, a patriotic labor movement is 
surging throughout the vast land of the Soviet Union for the purpose of 
reaching new pinnacles in communist construction, as pointed out by the 26th 
Congress of the CPSU. In harmony with the people of the fraternal Soviet 
Union, the people of Vietnam are also celebrating this great festival by means 
of new achievements in their work of building the country and in the fight to 
defend the socialist fatherland. The Political Bureau of our Party Central 
Committee issued a resolution on organizing the commemoration of this great 
festival with a view toward emphasizing "the tremendous historic significance 
of the founding of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the brilliant 
achievement of Marxism-Leninism and the Leninist nationalities policy of the 
Soviet party and state, the achievements of the Soviet people,...the valuable 
experiences and the examples of selfless behavior in combat and labor set Ly 
the Soviet people and the peace-loving foreign policy of the party and state 
ot the Soviet Union" "in coordination with gaining a thorough understanding of 
and implementing the resolutions of the 5th Party Congress..., heightening the 
contidence of our people in the domestic and foreign poiicies of our party and 
state, strengthening our friendship and comprehensive cooperation with the 
Soviet Union and the other socialist countries...and strengthening our 
militant solidarity with the revolutionary and progressive forces of the 


world...” 


[he process of unification and development of the Soviet nationalities has 
been the process of implementing the nationalities policy set forth by Lenin. 
[The principles of this policy were first implemented in multi-national Russia 
(the Russian federation); their application was later expanded and led to the 
birth of a host of independent republics. On 30 December 1922, the lst 
Congress of Soviets of the USSR, which consisted of delegates from the four 
federated republics of Russia, the Ukrain, the Caucasus (consisting of 
Azerbaydzhan, Armenia and Gruzia) and Belorussia, ratified the Declaration and 

















t re \areemen! nh the Founding of the Union ot Viet Soclai lst REPpuDI LCS (the 
Viet nion). In his speech ¢ losing the congress, the head ot the state, 
Mil. Kalinin, said: "kor thousands of years, the ovtstanding intellects of 
le Hstantiy pgaven hought to the theoretical problem O] 
discover ifig forms of organization that make it possible for all nationalities 
to live Lt friend Hip md traternity without great suffering, without 
truzggling wainst one another. Only now, only today is the first step 


, " 
actually being taken in this direction. 


tor the tirst time in history, the Russian Bolshevik Party and the great Lenin 
had discovered the soviet tederation form ot organization and laid the first 


bricks of the edifice of the world federation, in which all nationalities will 
live in harmony with one another under communism. Even before the October 
Revolution, in a ( omplet e theory on t he law of devel opment of nations, Lenin 
proved mclusively that the true resolution of the nationalities question 
must be osely linked to the socialist revolution, to the victory of 
social yy means of coordinating the struggle of the working class and the 


nationa! liberation movement as one. 


ne of the central elements in Lenin's theory is proletarian internationalism. 
ihe aimplementation of this principle in party building and in specific 
of extremely important significance to the liberation of the 


NMation and the liberation of society. [Implementing Lenin's teaching, the 
Kussian  350cia!-Democrat Workers Party was established not as a party of 
“4ussians, but as the party of Russia, aS a party representing the interests of 

iationalities: non-Russians accounted for 36 percent of the party's 


membership, many of whom were Ukrainians, Latvians, Jews, Gruzians, Poles, 
\rmenians and so forth, with the total number of nationalities exceeding 30. 


ind, at it LOth Congress in 1921, the party resolved that the Russian 

repub! nust provide comprehensive financial assistance, technical-scientific 

iSSistance ind assistance in the form of cadres and experts to the 
i1tionalities in the frontier region so that they rapidly reached the level of 
velopment of the central region. 


nsijered the essence of resolving the nationalities question to be 

mong the nationalities and the right of self-determination of 
thionalities, even the right to live separately. This was a strong weapon in 
eaching internationalism to workers and uniting al! laboring people, all 
Lpressed nations around the working class so that they stood on the side of 


irxism n the side of Bolshevism. However, according to Lenin, the right of 
if-determination and the right to live separately cannot be taken to mean 
inv manner in which a nation chooses to live separately is suitable 
recting this right in order to oppose the policy of national oppression 

not at all inconsistent with unifying within a large, multi- 


‘ional socialist state. According to Lenin, "™...For the first time, the 


1 
‘pitimate needs and the progressive aspirations of the laboring masses of 
every nationality are being satisfied within international solidarity..."(1) 
ne of the principles of the unity of nationalities set forth by Lenin is’ the 
principle of voluntary association: "The republic of the Russian people must 
ympass other nationalities and tribes, not by force, but only by means of 
intarily agreeing to establish a common state."(2) In actuality, the 














process of establishing the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was a process 
of painstaking educational efforts, full preparations and experimentation 
inder actual conditions which was carried out even before voluntary federation 
was achieved. In this process, Lenin always struggled against opportunism, 
which distorted the class nature of the nationalities issue, as well as 
against national nihilism, which denied the special characteristics of 
nationalities and the history, the culture and the tradition of each 
nationality. Lenin emphasized that the desire to develop ali that is 
progressive, all that is outstanding within each nationality, which is the 
base of national pride, is never contrary to the interests of socialism, of 
the working class. 


Over the past 60 years, the Leninist nationalities policy has recorded 
brilliant achievements, not only within the soviet political system, but’ in 
all other fields of political, social and cultural life as well. 


loday, the Soviet Union consists of 15 federated republics, 20 autonomous 
republics, 8 autonomous provinces and 10 autonomous regions. Of the Soviet 
Union's population otf 250 million, about one-half are Russians while the other 
halt consists of more than 100 different nationalities and tribes. Some large 
nationalities, such as the Ukrainians, encompass more than 50 million people 
but there are also small minority groups of less than 1,000 persons. Some 
nationalities are close in terms of their origins, languages and written 
histories, such as the Russians, Ukrainians and Belorussians; however, there 
are some nationalities that have only acquired their own state under the 
socialist system, such as the Armenians. Although they are different, all of 
these nationalities have become equal socialist nationalities that live in 
fraternal friendship and cooperation and all have developed in a relatively 
uniform manner in every respect within the great Soviet family. 


Legislatively, the Supreme Soviet of the Soviet Union consists of two 
institutes--the All-Union Institute and the Nationalities Institute. The 
authority and the number of delegates of the two institutes are equal. ach 
federated republic appoints 32 delegates to the Nationalities Institute, each 
autonomous republic appoints 11, each autonomous province appoints 5 and each 
autonomous region appoints 1, for a total of 750 delegates. For example, both 
Latvia (with a population of 2.5 million) and the Ukrain (with a population of 
50.3 million) have the same number of delegates at the Nationalities 
Institute. The election ot the All-Union Institute is carried out on the basis 
of the union being divided into regions of equal population. Thus, the Alli- 
Union Institute represents the interests and the needs of the Soviet people as 
a united bloc while the Nationalities Institute represents, in addition, the 
separate interests of the nationalities and tribes. 


rquality under the law goes hand in hand with the actual equality of the 
various nationalities. Over the past 60 years, extremely large changes have 
occurred in every field of the lives of the nationalities. The economic and 
cultural backwardness of the ethnic frontier regions under the czars has_ been 
relegated to the distant past. Modern industry and large-scale agriculture 
have been established everywhere. Numerous nationalities have advanced to 
socialism without experiencing the stage of capitalist development. In many 
production sectors, many republics are today exceeding the average production 











levels of the union. Over the past 60 years, while the industrial production 
of the entire country has increased 483-fold, industrial production has 
increased by 666 times in Kirgiz, 896 times in the Caucasus, 822 times in 
ladzhik, 945 times in Armenia, more than 900 times in Moldavia and so forth. 


In 1924, Uzbek had nothing more than a few shops producing bricks, edible oil 
and handicratt products. Despite very favorable natural conditions for the 
cultivation of cotton, the cotton harvest never exceeded 200,000 tons per 
year. Today, Uzbek has become a major agro-industrial trust that not only 
harvests o million tons of cotton each year, the highest level of production 
in the world, but which also has much natural gas, a developed non-ferrous 
metal refining sector, copper and gold. The people's standard of living is 
high and their entire lifestyle has changed. These changes are the result of 
joining the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 


The economies of the Soviet republics have been widely socialized and 
supplement one another. The potassium salt deposits that have been discovered 
in Belorussia have permitted the construction of a chemical industry there 
(which produces one-half the potash fertilizer of the Soviet Union). 
Belorussia have favorable conditions for the manufacture of machinery: the 
republic produces one-fifth of the motorcycles, one-sixth of the tractors and 
one-tenth of the refrigerators of the entire Soviet Union. However, the 
manufacturing and chemical sectors of Belorussia could not exist without oil, 
coal and metals from Siberia, the Ukrain and the other republics. 


Along with economic prosperity has come the cultural prosperity of the Soviet 
nationalities. The spiritual life of the Soviet citizen today is very diverse 
and rich. The unified culture of the Soviet people respects and incorporates 
everything of value, everything of common meaning in the cultural and art 
achievements and traditions of all the socialist nationalities; at the same 


time, this culture is broader and much more diverse than the culture of each 
separate nationality. 


The class structure and ethnic makeup of the Soviet republics have completely 


changed. [The percentage of local ethnic minority members within the ranks of 
ne working class has increased very much. This is the main force that has 
brought the nationalities closer together. Today, each republic is also a 
tate encompassing many nationalities. Representatives of many fraternal 
nationalities are found in every sector of the national economy, at every 
enterprise and within every agency of the union. Thus, a _ new historic 


community of man has formed, the soviet nation. It has united all social 
classes and groups, all nationalities and tribes on the basis of socialist 
internationalism. For this reason, the 26th Congress of the CPSU set forth 
‘he argument that, even under the conditions of developed socialist society, 
it 1s possible to build a society without classes. 


Clearly, the founding of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics under the 
leadership ot the CPSU has been of extremely important significance in the 
development of the Soviet nationalities over the past 60 years. The fraternal 
friendship and the international cooperation among the Soviet nationalities 
were challenged in the fight against domestic counter-revolutionaries and 


foreign interventionists tollowing the October Revolution, in the great war to 


10 











dgetend tne country against the fascists and in the entire process of building 
socialism and developed socialism. And, today, the strength of this 


triendsnhip and cooperation is beimg brilliantly expressed in working together 
to implement large, all-union national economic programs, build "projects of 
the century’ and carry out the complex socio-economic tasks of developed 
socialism. [his triendship and cooperation are the origin of each of the 
ihievements that have made the Soviet Union the most powerful country in the 
world. As Truong Chinh said during his official visit of friendship to the 
Soviet Union on 5 October 1982, "embodying the strength of our times, the 
Union of soviet Socialist Republics has, since the day it was born, displaved 
its invincibility and constantly grown. Today, with its unswerving Leninist 
peace po.iicy and the remarkable achievements of the new system, the Soviet 
Union is not only a banner inspiring others, it is also an economic and 
military power, the citadel of world peace and the firm base of nations in 
their struggle for peace, national independence, democracy and socialism." 


ihe ftounding and building of the USSR are a model of how to resolve the 
nationalities question within a country and a bright example of the relations 
among nationalities and nations. The Soviet Union has not only taken the lead 
in the socialist revolution, in blazing the path for the construction of 
socialism and communism, but it is also the country that has taken the lead in 
the establishment of totally new social relations based on. proletarian 
internationalism, It has provided extremely valuable experiences to ail 
mankind, As the resolution of our Political Bureau emphasizes, "the founding 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics...was an event of major 
international significance in the’ struggle by mankind for equality and 
triendship among nations.” The development and unprecedented growth of the 
three revolutionary currents in the world today, the solidarity of the 
socialist community and the strength that lies in the struggle to prevent war 
and sateguard world peace have been closely associated with the existence and 
the development of the Soviet Union over the past 60 years. 


creatively applying Lenin's nationalities policy, our party achieved 
success in resolving the nationalities issue within our country. In 1919, 
under tne light of the October Revolution, reading Lenin's "Thesis on _ the 
Nationality and Colonial Questions" led Uncle Ho to completely support the 3rd 
International and become the first communist in Vietnam. When it was born in 
1930, the Indochina Communist Party, the forerunner of the Vietnam Communist 
Party, recorded in its political platform: "the totally independent region of 
[Indochina will recognize the right of nations to self-determination." The 
nations of Indochina waged a determined struggle to free themselves from the 
rule of the French colonialists and win total independence and freedom; the 
nations of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea have selected the political system that 
they prefer. 


Prandishing the banner of national independence and socialism, the three 
:hions of vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea have won their independence and freedom 


following -everal decades of struggle filled with sacrifices and hardships 
igainst the common enemy and are strengthening their militant solidarity and 


omprehensive cooperation more with each passing day in order to build 
socialism and defend the fatheriand. 
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Vietnam itsei:f is a unified nation consisting of many different nationalitics 
and tribes. besides the Vietnamese, who constitute the etiinmic majority, there 
are 52 fraternal ethnic minorities. In their several thousand year history, 
the nationalities within Vietnam have been closely linked together within a 
bloc and have shared a tradition of close unity in building and defending the 
country. On the basis of these special characteristics, our party adopted the 
following line for resolving the nationalities question: "Uniting all 
nationalities on the basis of the principle of equality and mutual assistance 
in order to achieve independence, freedom and happiness for all] 
nationalities.’ In the more than 50 years of the revolutionary struggle, this 
nationalities policy has yielded fine results. All of the nationalities 
within our country united closely, fought and won victory in the wars of 
resistance against France, the United States and the Chinese expansionists and 
hegemonists. The ethnic minorities have been totally liberated from the yoke 
of oppression and exploitation, have become equal in every respect with the 
ethnic majority and, with the positive assistance of the state, are making 
every effort to develop. the economy and culture in order to abolish the 
backward conditions resulting from the old system, gradually reach the common 
ievel ot development and exercise collective ownership along with and unite 
closely with the ethnic majority in order to successfully build socialism and 
firmly defend the socialist Vietnamese fatherland in accordance with the 
resolution of the 5th Congress of the VCP. 

In the process ot fighting and winning victory as well as in_= socialist 
construction, all of the nationalities in Vietnam have received tremendous, 
wholehearted and effective support and assistance from the Soviet Union. 

The solidarity, friendship and cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet 
(nion have their origins in history and are long-standing traditions. [hey 
are based on the principle of genuine proletarian internationalism. They have 
been challenged in both the efforts to protect socialism as well as _ in 
peaceful creative labor. The Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between 
Vietnam and the Soviet Union that was signed in 1978 while a delegation from 
Our party and state headed by Le Duan was visiting the Soviet Union marks a 
new stage in the development of relations between Vietnam and the Soviet 
vnion. This treaty has clearly shown the strong vitality and the great 
effectiveness of Vietnam-Soviet relations as regards serving the interests of 
the peoples of the two countries and supporting the cause of peace and 
COoperation in the world. 

foday, the cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet Union encompasses every 
tield of political and economic life. The frequent meetings between the 
highest leaders of the two parties and the two states confirm the common stand 
and goal of the two countries concerning pressing international issues. The 
economic-commercial relations between the two countries have grown very much 
in recent years and have assumed many new forms. The recent visit to the 
soviet Union by a delegation from our party and state headed by Truong Chinh 
nelped to turther strengthen the relations between the Soviet Union and 
Vietnam. \t a meeting in the Kremlin on 5 October 1982, L.I. Brezhnev 
declared that "strengthening our cooperation in every area with the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam is an immutable principle of the CPSU. We in the Soviet 
(nion will always adhere to this line." And, Truong Chinh, on behalf of our 
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party and state, emphasized that solidarity and cooperation with the Soviet 
inion are the bedrock of our country's foreign policy. He said: "Faithful to 
the Testament of President Ho Chi Minh, the people of Vietnam will forever be 
vrateful to the Soviet Union and will make every effort to preserve the 
friendship between \ietnam and the Soviet Union as the apple of their eye 
while doing everything they possibly can to constantly strengthen and develop 
this friendship, which has been a factor in the victory of the Vietnamese 
revolution in past years and will continue to be so in future years." 


Our people are determined to respect and make every effort to strengthen and 
develop the friendship and cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet Union, 
considering this to be a mandate of their heart and mind. 


FOOTNOTES 


V.I. Lenin: "Complete Works," Progress Publishing House, Moscow, 1980, 
Volume 26, p 46. 


V.I. Lenin: "Complete Works," Russian version, Volume 32, p 154. 
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BULLDING AND EMPLOYING THE STRENGTH OF THE REAR AREA IN THE WAR OF RESISTANCE 
AGAINST THE UNITED STATES FOR NATIONAL SALVATION 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 11-19 
[Article by Senior General Hoang Van Thai ] 


[lext] In its review of the causes underlying the victory won in the 
resistance against the United States for national salvation, the Party Central 
Committee confirmed: "In that process, the party always attached importance 
to strengthening afd protecting the great rear area in the North, which was 
the constant factor insuring the victory of the war of national salvation"(1); 
at the same time, "the party attached full importance to building and 
developing the revolutionary forces in the South."(2) From the realities of 
building and employing the strength of the rear area, we have learned and 
gained valuable lessons and experiences that have not only enriched and 
improved the party's storehouse of experience in leading a war effort, but 
which are also very useful in our tasks of building socialism and _ firmly 
defending the socialist fatherland in the present stage of the revolution. 


juilding the Common Rear Area of the Entire Country in Conjunction with 
4uilding Local Rear Areas on the Various Battlefields 


Following the victory of the war of resistance against the French 
‘olonialists, our Party Central Committee quickly established the task of 


pbuilding the North into the revolutionary base of the entire country while 
building base areas in the South with a view toward carrying out the two 
strategic tasks of the revolution in the two zones of the country. This wise 


ind timely decision was not only consistent with the characteristics of our 
country, a country that was still partitioned, but also reflected our party's 
line on building the rear area within the full-scale people's war. 


in order to mobilize the tremendous manpower and materiel of the people of the 
entire country for the revolutionary war, our party asserted that it was 
necessary to mobilize the strength of the entire nation and mobilize each and 
every potential of the entire country; every effort had to be made to build 
the North into the common rear area of the entire country while’ taking 
positive steps to build local rear areas in the South. However, because the 
social systems in the two zones of the country were opposing social systems 
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iid because the revolutionary tasks of the country's two zones were different, 
ne buLtiding ot rear areas in the two zones had to be carried out on difterent 
scales and by ditferent methods. The North, which had been totally liberated, 
nad embarked on restoring and developing the economy and culture along 
socialist |ines and was, at the same time, building the great rear area of the 
entire country's revolutionary undertaking as an independent and _ sovereign 
state. The South was under the rule of the U.S. imperialists and their 
lackeys and the struggle between ourselves and the enemy there was a_ tierce 
one, consequently, the process of building local bases-rear areas in the South 
developed in an orderly manner from a low to a high level, from small to large 
scale and also developed rapidly and strongly when favorable opportunities 
arose and on the basis of the strong support provided by the North. In the 
various stages of development of the war, our party correctly and promptly 
guided the work of building the rear areas in each zone. The relationship 
between the great rear area and the local rear areas became increasingly close 
and the rear areas of each zone had a major impact. The great rear area was 
the most continuous and stable source of material and technical forces and 
means and played the most decisive role in the victory of the entire war. The 
local rear areas were also important, timely sources of supplies and were of 
decisive significance in seizing the initiative and winning victory on _ the 
yreat frontlines. During the years of the resistance against the United 
States, more than one-half of the forces and nearly 80 percent of the weapons, 
immunition and technical equipment used on the various battlefields came from 
the great rear area; at the same time, more than 7/70 percent of the grain and 
food supplied to the armed forces was mobilized locally. The role played by 
the great rear area assumed increasing importance when the war became a large- 
scale, increasingly modern war (*); however, this did not mean that the 
role played by the local rear areas was diminished. If local rear areas were 
not prepared and tirmly strengthened, they could not receive or utilize _ the 
reinforcements from the great rear area. The experience of the various 
battietields has proven that the bases-rear areas were not only strong, solid 
ftootholds that provided the material reserves that were needed when favorable 
Opportunities arose so that large forces could be deployed in combat and 
'aunch victorious attacks, but they were also closely related to the formation 
of the effective battle position of the people's war and the victorious 
implementation of the various modes of war. Whereas the guerrilla’ war 
developed into a conventional war and the close coordination between the 
guerrilla war and the conventional war was the law by which victory was won in 
the revolutionary war in the South, the material-psychological strength of the 
rear areas--the great rear area coordinated with the local rear areas--was one 
of the important bases underlying the application of this law. Because, 
without strong, solid local bases-rear areas, it was impossible to build, 
maintain and develop the widespread movement of the mass armed forces to fight 
the enemy and without a strategic rear area that possessed abundant 
potentials, troop units and main force military corps could not have conducted 
large-scale combat operations to destroy large enemy forces in strategic 
nsives that were suddenly opened in many different directions, thus 
forming a very effective battle position, as they did on the battlefield in 


‘ 


Soutn Vietnam. 


At present, now that the entire country has won its independence and is 
reunified, we are even better able to build a rear area that is strong and 
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solid in every respect, build a strategic rear area of the entire country in 


the broad meaning of the term, one that encompasses the entire territory of 
our country, from the North to the South; at the same time, we can take the 
initiative in building and preparing rear areas for each area and each 


locality so that we are ready to mobilize manpower and materiel to support the 
frontlines should the enemy recklessly unleash a war and can victoriously 
implement the strategy of a war to defend the fatherland. 


Building a Progressive Social System, the Origin of the Rear Area's Strength 
in Every Respect 


war is a decisive challenge to a nation, a challenge in which, as_ Lenin 
stated: "The nature of the war and its victory are dependent primarily upon 
the internal system of the country participating in the war."(3) Imbued with 
this teaching of Lenin, our party always considered building and strengthening 
the rear area to be an integral part of the building of the social system, the 
socialist system in the North and the people's democratic system in the 
liberated areas of the South, and considered the comprehensive strength of our 
system to be the origin of the strength of the rear area. 


(nder the leadership of the party, the North began the period of transition to 
socialism and recorded major victories in building the political system, the 
economy and the national defense system. In the South, the base areas’ and 
liberated zones were being enlarged with each passing day and_ the 
revolutionary government that had been established was leading the people in 
the struggle to protect their political and economic rights, win the rights of 
freedom and democracy and implement a policy of broad unit among the various 
strata of the people with a view toward struggling against the U.S. 
imperialists and their lackeys for the sake of independence, democracy, peace 
and neutrality. The achievements that were recorded in the effort to build a 
progressive social system created a high degree of political unanimity among 
the people and caused the rear area to be strengthened, to become increasingly 
uniform and to be the firm political and spiritual base of the frontlines. In 
the fierce war, the North met stern challenges and fulfilled its sacred 
obligations to "provide every kilogram of food, every soldier needed" and 
"provide everything for the frontlines, everything for victory over the U.S. 
pirate aggressors." In the base areas-liberated zones in the South, despite 
ne tight blockade by the enemy, the fierce enemy attacks, the low population 
density and the destruction of the economy, the movements to establish 
"resistance war rice jars,” "cultivate resistance war upland fields," be 
"brave women defending the nation," send "youths into the mountains" became 


t 
7 
{ 


universal. 


[he progressive social system truly created a “rear area within the hearts of 
the people” that no enemy could destroy. 


logether with building the political system, the building of the economic 
potentials of the rear area was closely linked to the work of building the 
economic system. The victory of the production relations revolution in the 
great rear area brought about a change in the national economy. The economy’ 
consisting of many different segments, the dominant one being private 
production, became the socialist economy with its two forms of ownership 
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hat boral whership and collective ownership) and the socialist economy 
assumed the decisive role within the national economy. The fact that the 
superior economic system of socialism was strengthened and improved even 
during the tierce war permitted our party and state to continuously mobilize a 
high level of manpower and materiel to meet the rising needs of the war. in 
the resistance against the United States, hundreds of thousands of laborers 
ind millions of tons of grain were mobilized in the great rear area each year 
to meet combat and combat support needs; in | year, our party and_= state 
mobilized 6.6 percent of the social labor force and 20-25 percent of total 
grain output. The implementation of the line on socialist industrialization 
and the positive steps that were taken to accelerate the scientific and 
tecnnological revolution enabled us to correct the very backward state of our 
production, gradually build material-technical bases of socialism, begin to 
supply technology to the national economy, supplement the national defense 
industry and meet some of the needs of the armed _ forces. The developed 
planned economy also created the conditions for shifting production from a 
war time to a peace time footing in a rapid and stable manner without chaos or 
major Slowdowns, despite continuous enemy attacks. 


Juring the years of the savage war, the South annually mobilized tens of 
‘thousands of tons of local grain; it developed from the point of only having 
enough grain in reserve for a few months to maintaining enough grain in 
reserve for 6 months and eventually for tne entire year. In the Mekong River 
Delta, collections for the war of resistance amounted to 6.2 million gia of 
rice (*) during the highest year; but, even during a difficult year, more than 


1 


L.2 million gia were collected. 


in addition, the achievements recorded in cultural, educational and public 
nealth development in the rear area also had a strong impact and made a 
positive contribution to heightening the spirit of patriotism and the love of 
socialism among our people, thereby making a positive contribution to 
accelerating production while heightening the consciousness regarding national 
defense. In the resistance against the United States for national salvation, 
millions of assault youths left to fight the enemy with a_ profound national 
awareness and class awareness and recorded glorious achievements in_ both 
combat and combat support operations. 


in summary, the building of the rear area must always be considered an 
ntegral part of the work of building the progressive social system. The 
achievements recorded in building the progressive system are the origin of the 
comprehensive strength of the rear area. General Secretary Le Duan summarized 
the tremendous strength of the people's democratic system and the socialist 
system in the revolutionary undertaking of the party as follows: "The new 
system awakened and muitiplied the capabilities of the entire nation and of 
each Vietnamese, mobilized and organized every potential within the country, 
sought and acquired international assistance and created the large = and 
invincible trength employed by our people in their combat and 


mstruct ion. ( 4) 

















Mobilizing ach Potential of the Rear Area tor the War of Resistance in Order 
lo Insure Our Ability To Fight a Protracted War, Become Stronger with Each 
Battle and tventually Win Total Victory 


\ nation, no matter how prosperous or powerful it might be, cannot stockpile 
in pea time all otf the supplies that will be needed to promptly and 
Continuou-ly meet each need in war time should a war break out. Therefore, 
when the danger of war arises or when a war breaks out, preparing and 
mobilizing potential torces are of special importance. The majority of the 
overall strength of the rear area that is built and prepared in peace time 
exists in the form of potentials. Only through organization and mobilization 
can we turn these potentials into real forces with which to wage a war and 
only in this way is it possible for the rear area to truly play its role as 
the factor determining victory. The experience of the various wars that have 
been fought in history shows that as a result of not making full preparations, 
as a result of poor organization and mobilization and as a result of not 
displaying high determination when mobilizing forces, many countries have 
encountered very many difficulties when wars have started and even’ been 
defeated by an opposition whose potentials have sometimes been weaker. For 
this reason, Lenin often said: "Once war become unavoidable, every effort 
must be devoted to the war and all negligence and lack of determination must 
be punished under war time law."(5) 


In the resistance against the United States for national salvation, the 
mobilization within the great rear area of the North was carried out in an 
etfective and planned manner. In the South, because our liberated zones had 
to. 6wage a decisive struggle with the enemy and were being formed gradually, 
were prowing in size and developing from areas of disputed control to areas in 
which we exercised firm control, the mobilization could not be carried out in 
a totally independent manner. 


in order for the mobilization to be carried out well, it is absolutely 
necessary to make active preparations in advance, to closely link the process 

building the rear area to building the country in every respect and closely 
Coordinate the various fields of cultural, educational and economic 
construction and development with strengthening the national defense systen. 
we must make scientific forecasts of the nature and scale of the war that 
might break out in order to lay the basis for computing the needs that will 
have to be met in the initial period of the war as well as’ throughout the 
course of the war. On this basis, it is necessary to coordinate the 
preparations for the war even within the construction plans of the various 
sectors, the most important sectors being the sectors of the national economy, 
in order to gradually and effectively improve the country’s defense 
capabilities while preparing reserve sources of manpower and materiel for the 
war, To make thorough preparations, a specialized agency must be established 
‘oo. ©6fformulate plans and promote the preparations for a mobilization. It must 
oe an agen.v that regularly collects, collates and analyzes all of the most 
reliable data on the change and development of the potentials of the country, 
correctly evaluates the production capabilities of the various’ sectors, 
thoroughly prepares suitable forms and methods to be employed in the different 
Situations that might occur when the threat of war is imminent or war has 
tually broken out and distributes and inspects the establishment of 

















strategic reserves, Before the U.S. imperialists unleashed the war of 
destruction, the great rear area in the North was prepared in accordance with 
Luis guideline. 


\ithough the process otf preparation and implementation was marked by such 
nortcomings as being less than thorough and not establishing close 
coordination between the construction and development of the various’ sectors 
and the strengthening of national defense capabilities, generally speaking, 
the rear area took the initiative in preparing for the war of aggression and, 
when the war broke out, the mobilization of manpower and materiel was carried 
out in a prompt fashion and the great rear area was coordinated with the local 
rear areas as well. This was particularly true during phases of combat of 
strategic significance on the battlefields of the South in which we rather 
quickly mobilized a large quantity of grain amounting to hundreds of thousands 
of tons and a torce of hundreds of thousands of corvee laborers to support the 
frontlines. 


At present, "our country is in a situation in which it is at peace but must 
contend with a multi-faceted war of sabotage being wayed by the Chinese 
expansionists and hegemonists in collaboration with the U.S. imperialists; at 
the same time, we must be ready to deal with a possible large-scale war of 
aggression unleashed by the enemy"(6); therefore, building our potentials and 
preparing for a mobilization are very important. 


Mobilizing and utilizing the sources of manpower in a war are the main element 
of the system for mobilizing the potentials of the rear area. Mobilizing and 
utilizing manpower sources have become a matter of urgency to all countries in 
war, have become a matter requiring that a correct balance be established 
between the needs of the frontlines and the needs of the rear area, between 
the national defense system and the economy and between the task of 
"providing everything in order to win victory" and the task of preparing to 
build the country following the war. Experience has shown that manpower needs 
rise to very high levels when war has broken out. The need for manpower to 
supplement the armed forces each year alone increases four to five times 
compared to peace time. Many production sectors that directly support the 
nat ional defense system (communication-transportation, posts-telegraph, 
mechanical engineering and so forth) need two to three times as such labor as 
they did before the outbreak of war. The longer a war lasts, the more it is 
to. establish a truly suitable balance among needs, especially 


necessary t 
between combat and production, in the mobilization and distribution of the 
labor of the country, especially high quality labor (voung, able-bodied, 
educated and technically skilled). In a war, priority must be given to 
mobilizing and distributing labor for the buildup and expansion of the armed 
forces, both in quantitative as well as qualitative terms. Our party and 
state have shown appropriate concern and allocated for troop recruitment more 
than one-half the manpower that can be mobilized each year, manpower than is 


f an increasingly high quality (more than 70 percent are able-bodies youths 


‘bagi 
vears of sg6 of less, 60 to 70 percent of whom have a level II or level [II 
veneral school education). Military recruiting and mobilization are 


considered 4 widespread campaign and political educational effort among the 
Masses to meet quantitative and qualitative requirements, meet time and space 
requirements. During the vears of the war of resistance, military recruiting 
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met and exceeded norms; 85 percent of the provincial and municipal units” met 
and exceeded the norms assigned them by the upper echelon. 


In order to meet manpower requirements during the war and make highly 
economical and efficient use of the various sources of labor, we had to take a 
number of measures, such as rationalizing the organization of labor, raising 
labor productivity, increasing the intensity of work, utilize the labor of 
persons beyond work age and persons younger than work age and so torth; 
however, rationalizing the organization of labor and raising labor 
productivity were the best of these measures. 


Along with manpower, the material resources that had to be mobilized for the 
war constantly increased. There were some who mistakenly believed that the 
materiel for the war of resistance against the United States was acquired 
purely through international aid. Although foreign aid sources’ provided a 
very large quantity of the total material resources used by us, domestic 
sources also provided a very large quantity. Domestic sources met a 
significant portion of the need for grain and food products of the armed 
forces and the national defense support forces and permitted us to create the 
reserves needed to take the initiative in the different war situations. The 
distribution of material resources must be reasonably balanced among the needs 
of the economy, the national defense system, combat operations, everyday life, 
the frontiines and the rear area. Full use must be made of the capabilities 
of the domestic industrial sectors in order to reduce the importation of 
tinished products from foreign countries, thereby fully utilizing and 
stimulating the development of our production capacity. In the recent war, 
only 4 number of sectors, such as the machine sector, the communications- 
transportation sector, the posts-telegraph sector, the textile sector and the 
ready-made clothing sector, were mobilized to a higher degree than the other 
‘ectors to support the national defense system. When the country's industry 
develops, we will have to mobilize very many important industrial sectors. to 
support une national defense system, such as the metal refining, chemical, 
mechanical engineering, energy, electronic and other sectors. 


in war, Strategic materials must be very tightly managed and must be 
listributed, utilized and stored in a very economical manner. However, the 
army as well as the other sectors still utilized many strategic materials ina 


wastetul manner, including materials imported as aid from the _ fraternal 


socialist countries. The percentage of materials that were damages as a 
result of being poorly maintained, poorly transported or improperly used or as 
a result of enemy attacks was still high. As the size of material reserves 


increases, the need to protect and maintain them becomes’ increasingly 
mportant; otherwise, strategic reserves lose their significance and lose the 
readiness with which they can be used. 


it would have been a very serious mistake to establish high requirements 
reparding the mobilization of manpower and materiel during the war but not 
yitach appropriate importance to caring for and strengthening the _ people. 
President Ho taught that if we "build the nation while waging the war of 
resistance,’ "all troops will have adequate grain and weapons so that they can 
kill the foreign aggressors."(7) Therefore, to highly mobilize the potentials 
of the rear area, importance must be attached to strengthening the people, to 
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accelerating production and = trying to maintain the living standard of the 
MaisoeS with a View toward continuously building their morale and heightening 
(heir determination to wage the war of resistance, Qur superior. system 
mobilized the potentials of the country for the war not on the basis 0! 

vercing and exploiting the people, but on the basis of teaching patriotism, 
teaching love of the system and bringing the people's right of ownership into 
play in the task ot defending and saving the country; at the same time, our 
ystem fulfilled its responsibility to care for and strengthen the people so 
that tne mobilization could continuously be carried out on a high level. 


The fundamental problem in increasing the strength of the people in the course 
of the war is to maintain and accelerate production. Only on this basis is it 
possible tu stabilize and maintain the standard of living of the people within 
the rear area. 


Vuring the years ot the war, our party and government were very concerned with 
accelerating production and focused major efforts on the agricultural front, 
primarily the production of grain. Industry was reoriented to support the 
national detense system and agricultural production. During the war, 
unavoidable difficulties were encountered in everyday life and many goods were 
scarce, consequently, it was absolutely necessary in the rear area tu 
implement a war time distribution policy that would guarantee a stable supply 
of goods to those persons to whom priority had to be given, such as the armed 
torces, the cadres and personnel of the sectors directly supporting the 
national defense system, etc. Together with the distribution policy, the 
promulgation and the strict, fair implementation of numerous other policies, 
such as the tax policy, the work obligation policy, the military ob!igation 
policy, the army rear area policies and so forth, had a positive impact upon 
production and upon the effort to maintain the material and= spiritual 
standards of living of the rear area during the war. War time economic 
management, social management and the fight waged against speculation, 
hoarding, theft anc so forth also helped to stabilize the standard of living 
and mobilize the people. It was also very necessary to organize and guide the 
people in passive defense activities and the evacuation program in order to 
protect their lives and property. 


ine stabilization and maintenance of the living conditions of the people in 
the rear area had to be carried out during the entire course of the war and 
the close relationship between mobilizing the potentials of the country and 
increasing the strength of the people had to always be maintained. Oniy in 
this way was it possible to constantly increase the strength of the rear area 


In the revolut ionary war. 


Fighting the Enemy's Blockade and Interdiction, Determined To Maintain the 
Flow of Reinforcements from the Rear Area to the Frontlines 


J 


we would not have been able to use the strength of the rear area, regardless 
ot how great it might have been, if we did not maintain a continuous flow of 
reinforcements from the rear area to the frontlines. In the war of resistance 
iainst the Lnited States for national salvation, the U.S. imperialists waged 


a savage war of destruction against the North, a war which also had the 
objective of blockading and interdicting every source of reinforcements being 
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vent from the great rear area to the great frontlines. Millions of tons” of 


bombs were dropped by the enemy's air and naval forces in order to destroy our 


entire Votem of water=-land communications ind transportation, and 
cCommunications-transportation became a violent combat front in the war. 
heeping "ni front open so that we could constantly transport forces. and 
materia to the frontlines became the central, urgent task of the entire 
party, the entire army and all our people. In order to win victory, we 
concentrated our forces and material means on this front. During the years of 
the war, the party and government strengthened the forces of the 

mmunications-transportation sector and regularly allocated more than 20 
percent f total investment capital to maintaining the operations of the 

ommunicat tons-transportation sector. The party and government decided at an 


early date to build the North-South strategic transport line and assigned this 
task to the army. The Truong Son Strategic Transport Corps turned the "trail" 
that bore the name of the revered Uncle Ho into a developed, mechanized 
munications-transportation network capable of transporting hundreds of 
t housands f tons of supplies per year, thereby insuring the steady flow of 
les and technology to the various battlefields in the South. in 
red r area, besides the communications and transportation forces of 
. tate, tne party and government, by mobilizing all the people, established 
large munications-transportation army consisting of hundreds of thousands 
persons who contributed more than 90 million mandays to. build 
repair bridges and ferry landings, provide rudimentary transportation, 


the tierce fignt against the enemy's blockade and interdiction, we 


plaved very much creativity in maintaining communications and 
ransportation operations. We made combined use of the various modes of 
transportation (secret and in the open, direct and in individual stages and so 
rth); at the same time, we made coordinated use of the various types of 


river, sea and pipeline transportation and even air transportation when 
ne necessary conditions existed. We also gave our attention to making full 
use of eacn type of equipment, from the rudimentary to the modern; however, we 
:lways attached importance to upgrading transportation operations to large- 

ile operations and using primarily mechanized equipment in order to keep 


witt, ‘he increasingly modern development of the war. As a result of 
ormined, reative modes and measures, the volume of 
orovided to the various battlefields in the different stages of 


war constantly increased (*), which was an extremely important material 
factor in t.e victories won by the frontlines. 


ui.ding and development of military transport forces and the high degree 
:rization of the communications-transportation operations of the 
try during the war were necessary in order to win victory. 


{sr f providing transportation in areas in which heavy fighting was 
ing piace, especially in areas adjacent to battlefields, was assigned to 
communic 4' ions support forces and the transport forces of the army. The 
rblisnment of troop units and military transport corps proved to be 

ippropriate ind highly efficient. [In the rear area, the highly militarized 
munications-transportation sector of the state was still able to utilize 
ypreat strengt? 

















1 Tignt against the enemy's blockade at sea was of important significance to 
hhe rear area in the North as well as to our country, a country that has a 
eucoast that stretches for thousands of kilometers, in receiving the large 
amounts of aid being sent trom the fraternal socialist countries. Winning 
victory over an enemy who enjoyed air and naval superiority involved a tierce 
and very ditficult struggle. We had to closely coordinate the fight to 
protect our seacoast with transportation at sea; utilize every scale of 
transport operations, small, medium and large, on the overt and covert 
transport lines; organize the widespread disarming of bombs and mines by means 
of forces operating at sea and coastal forces; organize new seaports to 
receive cargo; bravely organize trans-shipment from the open sea and so forth. 
The fight to win victory over the enemy's blockade was closely linked to the 
fight to liberate the South and reunify the fatherland. 


In defending tne independent, reunified and socialist Vietnamese fatherland, 
fighting an enemy blockade at sea or in the air continues to be an important 
Strategic task, one in which we must research and apply the experiences 
recently gained. 


The experiences of the recent war of resistance against the United States for 
national salvation are very useful in the present task of building and 
preparing the rear area. We are firmly confident that, with the tremendous 
material and spiritual potentials of the entire country, with the valuable 
experience that has been gained and with the correct line and the clearsighted 
leadership of the Party Central Committee, our people will surely achieve 
success in their work of building a strong, solid rear area for our reunified 
country as well as rear areas within each locality. Success in this effort is 
a firm guarantee of victory in a war to defend the socialist Vietnamese 
fatherland, 


FOOTNOTES 


\. The Political Report of the Party Central Committee at the 4th Congress, 
Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1977, p 24. 


2. Ibid. 


* After 1965, when the U.S. imperialists widened their war of aggression to 
our entire country, the forces and material-technical means sent from the 
great rear area for use in the war of resistance accounted for an increas- 
ingly high percentage, increasing from one and one-half to four times as 
large as the forces and material-technical means provided by local 


sources. 
3. V.I. Lenin: "Complete Works," Progress Publishing House, Moscow, 1979, 
Vo lume 34, p 36] 7 


One gia of rice is the equivalent of 20 kilograms of paddy. 


4. Le Duan: “Advancing the Country to the Level of Development of Our Times 
Under the Banner of the Party,’ TAP CHI CONG SAN, No 2-1980, p 18. 
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The Political Report of the Party Central Committee at the 5th Congress of 
the Party, TAP CHI CONG SAN, No 4-1982, P 32. 


Ho Chi Minh: "For Independence and Freedom, For Socialism," Su That 
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1970, p 81. 


Summary data compiled by the Strategic Transport Line shows that the 
volume of materials and technology supplied to the various battlefields 
during the fight to win victory over the "limited" war (1965-1968) 
increased nine times compared to the volume supplied during the fight to 
win victory over the "special" war (1961-1964); during the fight against 
the "Vietnamization of the war" (1969-1972), the volume of materials and 
technology supplied increased four times compared to the fight against the 
limited war. 


4210/5 


24 




















WITHIN THE CONSTELLATION OF SOVIET FRATERNITY 
Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 20-24 
{Article by G. Budai, editor-in-chief of the BELORUSSIAN COMMUNIST Journal } 


[Text] Belorussia, an equal republic among the equal Soviet Socialist 
Republics, stretches across’ the western region of the Soviet Union. The 
people here have loved freedom, loved work and enjoyed a wholesome spiritual 
life since ancient times. However, before the great October Socialist 
Revolution, not even the word "Belorussia" could be found on maps. _ It was a 
region of forests and swamps, of inescapable privation. 


The great October Revolution brought to an end the misery of the oppressed 
nationalities within czarist Russia, including the Belorussians. For the 
first time in history, this nationality had its own state and became the 
master of its destiny. 


However, the journey by the Soviet nationalities to freedom and happiness has 
truly not been an easy one. We had to win victory over innumerable domestic 
and foreign enemies who wanted to crush the new soviet state. At _ the 
conclusion of the civil war, we had to overcome the ravages of that war, had 
to bring back to life the factories and shops that ceased production during 
the war, restore communications, transportation and agriculture and maintain 
our security in the face of the new schemes of the enemy. 


Only through the common efforts of all nationalities combined to form a 
unified state was it possible to perform all of these jobs. This was what the 
great Lenin taught, what the communist party appealed for. And, the 
nationalities of our fatherland, the Belorussians included among them, did not 
hesitate to follow the course charted by Ilyich. In December, 1922, they were 
united in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. It was the embodiment of 
the thinking of the great Lenin and the Leninist nationalities policy. 


ihe fraternal union of the liberated nationalities helped them to restore the 
national economy that had been ravaged in the long years of the _ imperialist 
war and the civil war and made it possible to move toward real equality and 
total equality of rights, possible to steadily build a socialist society. 
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his can be «learly seen in soviet Belorussia. Under the leadership of the 
communist party and with the fraternal assistance of the other nationalities, 
most importantly the great Russian nationality, the laboring people of the 
republic have increasingly advanced to new pinnacles in their development. 
hnterprises, factories and electric power plants have been constructed and 
farmers have steadily advanced down the path of socialist development. The 
cultural revolution was successfully carried out. A network of schoo!s covers 
the republic. The Belorussian National University has been opened and_ the 
Academy ot Sciences and numerous research institutes have begun operations. 
Theaters nave been constructed and clubs have been opened. Newspapers’ and 
magazines are being published in the Belorussian language. The people of 
Belorussia have built a solid and stable new life in their free land. 


it is very easy to imagine how much progress down the path of building the 
material-technical bases of socialism the soviet republics,  Belorussia 
included among them, could have made had not our peaceful labor _ been 
interrupted by the perfidious attack by Hitler's fascists. Possessing an 
ardent love of their fatherland and not able to visualize a future without a 
people's government, a soviet government, the Soviets arose to defend their 
fatherland and protect their freedom. 


Juring the vears of the war, Belorussia, which was occupied by the enemy, 
proved itself worthy of the honor of being the guerrilla-republic. The 
fascist aggressors had hoped to strike terror in the hearts of the people and 
turn them into shameless slaves by means of acts of destruction, by means of 
vallows, acts of cruelty and acts of cold-blooded murder. However, the enemy 
miscalculated. The people of Belorussia were not panic-stricken and did not 
-neel in submission. The challenges and hardships did not break their will, 
did not shake their confidence in victory. Seething with hatred for the 
cowardly toreign aggressors, they and all of the other nationalities within 
our country arose in a sacred war against the occupying forces. Nearly one- 
nalf million guerrillas and secret soldiers fought against the enemy in 
Belorussia. Hundreds of thousands of persons in the cities and villages 
wtively supported them. The guerrilla movement was truly international! in 
nature. The sons and daughters of more than 70 Soviet nationalities and 
‘ribes tought within the ranks of the Belorussian guerrillas. The Belorussian 

mmunist Party, a militant unit of the CPSU, inspired and organized this 
tight by all the people within the territory of the republic. 


in the more than 3 year struggle against the Belorussian guerrillas, Hitler's 
command was forced to use dozens of armed units, including regular force 
troops. Ry drawing the forces of the enemy toward themselves and by pinning 
these enemy forces down, the guerrillas greatly assisted the Red Army. They 
killed nearly one-half million fascist troops and captured and destroyed a 
large quantity of their weapons and ammunition. 


e victory of the Soviet Union in the great war to defend the country clearly 
ved the indestructible power of the socialist state. It showed that no 
roe in the world can enslave nations who are educated and forged by the 
nmunist party, who are loyal to the thinking of Marxism-Leninism, who are 
undlessly loval to their socialist fatherland. And, it is with happiness 
that we note that the struggle by heroic Vietnam for its independence and 
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treedom has once again eloquently proven the invincibility of Marxist-Leninist 
ideology, the invincibility of a party and nation armed with this ideology. 


he years of post-war reconstruction and economic development are also 
brilliant pages in the annuls of friendship of the Soviet nationalities. Ihe 
reconstruction of the areas destroyed by the German fascist occupiers demanded 
ithe full efforts of each and every force. 


lhe fascist aggressors inflicted heavy losses upon Belurussia. Its cities and 
villages were reduced to rubble. The occupiers destroyed more than 10,000 
industrial enterprises, plundered and destroyed all state farms, collective 
tarms, tractor stations and other machine stations and burned or took back to 
Germany countless cultural treasures. One quarter of the Belorussian 
population died in the flames of war within the republic. Many areas became 
uninhabited. In December, 1944, the gross industrial output of the republic 
equalled only 10 percent of the pre-war, December 1940 level. As someone 
said, we nad to rebuild our economy from small piles of rubble. 


One would have thought that several decades would be nceded to bring the 
»carred and bloodied land of Belorussia back to life. And, this would have 
been the case had not Soviet Belorussia been part of the fraternal family of 
soClalist nationalities, been part of the powerful soviet state. The people 
of Belorussia did not face their tragedy alone. The great Russian nation and 
dil the nations of the Soviet Union came to our = assistance. And, what 
transpired can only be called a record. Ina very brief span of history, 
helorussia not only healed the serious wounds of the war, but also far 
exceeded its pre-war level of development. 


Symbolic of the unbreakable friendship of the soviet nationalities are the 
large industrial centers and the powerful factories and plants that have 
arisen on the soil of Belorussia and the highly productive fields that have 
replaced the swamps of bygone years. 


rower lines and oil pipelines stretch over long distances. The dominant 
onomic sectors, the energy, machine manufacturing, especially the 
manufacture of tools, the chemical and the petro-chemical industries, have 
leveloped at the most rapid rate. The production of ordinary goods has 
mtinuously developed. Compared to 1922, total industrial output within the 
republic has increased more than 700 times. 


! 


oviet Belorussia is successfully performing its tasks on the basis of an all- 
union division of labor and specialization by territory. The products of the 
helorussian enterprises, tractors, large trucks, electronic computers, 
potassium salt, refrigerators, televisions, manmade fibers and thread, mea’, 
milk and many other products are constantly being shipped to places throughout 
the country. Products bearing the Belorussian label are well known even 
overseas, lractors produced in Minsk have been exported to 68 countries of 
the world and metal cutting machines have been exported to 70 countries. The 


"Helorussia’ tractor is even operating on fields in Vietnam and we are very 
hippy to learn that this tractor has proven to be a dependable tool of 


iarmers. 
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However, in order to produce all of these products, Belorussia receives from 
the other federated republics anthracite coal and coke, oi! and gas, ferrous 
and non-ferrous metals, electric motors, coal powered engines, wool, cotton 
and many other types of products. These close economic relations and the high 
level of division of labor among the republics has permitted each republic to 
mare the most efficient use possible of the capabilities of the socialist 
economy and the achievements of advanced science and technology. 


lhe new Belorussian countryside with its fertile fields, livestock production 
trusts, agricultural enterprises, power stations and high power lines is 
organically linked to the industrial landscape of Belorussia. Employing 
advanced technology, the workers in the countryside have increased the 
production of cereal grains, potatoes, meat, milk, fiber and other products 
more with each passing vear. The progress that has been made in agricultural 
production has occurred along with the reorganization of the entire lifestyle 
of farmers. Agricultural labor has become a form of industrial labor and the 
iaily activities of rural citizens are becoming more and more similar to those 


ot urban dwellers. 


On the basis of economic development, the standard of living of the Soviet 
people has been constantly raised. Wages have increased. Subsidies and 
special payments from the social consumption fund have also been’ increasing. 
he money in this fund is used to provide a free education. The state assumes 
tour-fitths the cost of caring for children in child care centers’ and 
hurseries. lhe state spends more than 1,000 rubles per college student per 
year. in 1981, the people of Belorus.ia received 4.2 billion rubles in 
subsidies, special payments and services from the social consumption’ fund. 
uring the years following the war, 125 million square meters of housing were 
build in Belorussia. Under the 10th five year plan alone, the _ living 
conditions of more than 2 million persons were improved. 


\ny description of the transformations within Belorussia that have been 
achieved within the fraternal family of Soviet nationalities would be 
incomplete without discussing the spiritual growth of the people or the 
tlourishing nature of popular education, science, literature and art in the 


prosperous land of socialism. Whereas, for example, 8 of every 10 
selorussians were illiterate prior to the October Revolution, today, 8 of 
every LO persons working in the national economy has a middle level or high 


level education, within the republic, there are 33 colleges, 3 of which are 
universities, and 136 vocational middle schools. Here, more than a few young 
Vietnamese men and women are studying. Now, there are 1/77 students for every 
),000 persons, which is much more than in Great Britain, France, the GDR and 
taly. Belorussia now has more than | million specialists who have’ earned 
a plomas . 


\ widespread network of theaters, cultural halis, clubs, libraries’ and 
nuseums, millions of books and magazines and a developed network of television 
ind radio stations are satisfying the spiritual needs of the laboring people 


it the cities and the countryside. Over the past 60 years, the scientific 
yotentials ot Belorussia have increased many times. There are five Academy of 
iences annexes consisting of 32 large scientific collectives. The republic 


is a total of more than 39,000 scientific cadres engaged in research work. 
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Ail of these achievements of Soviet Belorussia were made possible merely by 
the tact that the republic joined the powerful Soviet Union of free nations; 
within this union, the cooperation and mutual assistance among the various 
nationalities in all fields of material life as well as spiritual life are 
constantly being strengthened. 

today, the Soviet Union is a model of the free development of equal nations 
linked closely to one another by an unbreakable thread of friendship and 
fraternity; these nationalities have completed the construction of developed 
socialist society and are now creating the bright communist future. Each and 
every Soviet citizen enthusiastically supports the Leninist nationalities 
policy of the CPSU. The implementation of this policy insures that new 
frontiers wil! be reached in the development of the economy, the culture, the 
soviet state and socialist democracy, thereby raising the standard of living 
of the laboring people in the cities and the countryside. 


[he resolutions of tne 26th Congress of the CPSU, the llth five year plan and 
tne grain and food program ratified by the plenum of the CPSU in May, 1982, 
have opened new horizons for all the nationalities of the Soviet Union. The 
(itizens of the Soviet Union are enthusiastically working to carry out their 
new, large tasks. However, they clearly recognize that there must be peace 
for them to do everything that has been proposed; therefore, they do not 
hesitate to further strengthen the defenses of the country, to further 
increase the power of the Soviet Union. Wholeheartedly endorsing and 
supporting the peace-loving foreign policy of the CPSU and the Soviet state, 
our people, together with the people of the fraternal socialist countries and 
every person of good will, are determined to protect the great cause of peace 
and progress on the planet. 


ihese days, the laboring people of Belorussia as well as each and every Soviet 
Citizen are solemniy celebrating a great holiday, the 60th anniversary of the 
founding of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. With intense enthusiasm, 
they prepared for this holiday in practical ways and are celebrating it by 
means of new and outstanding achievements. 


United within a loving family, the Soviet citizens are calmly and confidently 
working, Studying, raising their children and relaxing under the bright, 
peacetul sky of our fatherland. This calmness and this confidence are 
unshakeable because our foundation is the profound trust that the people have 
in the beloved party that is steadily leading them toward a bright goal--the 
successtul building of communist society. 




















EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES: THE CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL VALUES OF VIETNAM(*) 
Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 25-45 


[Text] Nguyen Khan Toan: 


The cultures of nations are not cast in a common mold, rather, each nation 
contributes something to the culture of mankind. 


The traditional Vietnamese culture possesses such remarkable vitality because 
it expresses the patriotic spirit of our people and symbolizes the strong 
vitality of the nation in the following special characteristics: 


First, it was established through the labor and the intelligence of persons 
who have always struggled for a just cause to win and protect their right to 
live, their right to happiness and their right to freedom. In this struggle, 
the nation of Vietnam became aware of the truth "there is nothing more 
precious than independence and freedom" at a very early date. 


Secondly, the conditions and circumstances under which they have lived, worked 
and fought made them aware, at an early date, of the strength of and the 
necessity for the unity of a community of persons struggling for legitimate 
rights, for independence, freedom, equality and happiness. 


These are the factors that have forged the enduring spirit, the heroic 
character and the indomitable, unyielding will in the struggle against nature 
as well as in the social struggle. 


Thirdly, under the conditions and circumstances of ancient times, tha* is, in 
view of the facts that the land in which the Viets lived was still small and 
that the small population was scattered throughout this land, natural 
disasters as well as enemy attacks were constant perils. The challenges they 
faced, therefore, were increasingly sharp and decisive. Building the country 
naturally had to be closely coordinated with defending the country. Defending 
the country could not be separated from building the country. This 
coordination is a law that has developed the creativity of the national 
culture and insured the success of the effort to build and defend the country 


in every situation. 
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Fourth!y, traditional Vietnamese culture was born during a period in which 
ownership by the clan was the dominant form of ownership with democracy being 
practices in the villages, the center of which was the family. 


4 


'n terms of rights and obligations, the style of life, the affairs of state, 
the atfairs of the village and the work of the household were closely 


interrelated. 
lhe popular nature of traditional Vietnamese culture is its firm foundation. 


The spirit of democracy, as crystallized in the spirit of national unity, the 
spirit of unity of all the people, is a manifestation of the spirit of 
humanism and ardent love, of loving others as oneself, of helping one another, 
of sharing joys and hardships, of helping someone who is down and of feeling 
pain at the sufiering of others. 


Traditional Vietnamese culture is a manifestation of ardent patriotism, deep 
love and humanism, 


This spirit became the moving force behind the desire to unify the _ people, 
unify our nation and territory. As President Ho announced to the entire world 
more than %30 years ago, in our several thousand year history of struggle 
against foreign aggression, this will has, through the spirit "there is 
nothing more precious than independence and freedom" and the spirit of 
national unity, become the irrefutable history of the defeat of all schemes by 
past and present aggressor powers to divide our country. 


"The country of Vietnam is one. 

The Vietnamese people are one. 

lhe rivers might run dry and the mountains might crumble, 
But this truth will never change." 


Possessing a4 bright spirit of humanism, Vietnamese patriotism has always 
tirmly stood on the side of the just cause. Today, we call this patriotism 
eenuine patriotism. Because, it has as its goal protecting the basic national 
rights, national independence, freedom and the happiness of the people and has 
established humanism and loyalty as the standards for the relationship among 


persons. 


Humanism, which is a major cultural and spiritual value of traditional 
Vietnamese culture, is a combination of beautiful thoughts reflecting 
consideration for others and straightforward actions. 


it is because of this humanism and the fact that the just cause has been 
theirs that the Vietnamese have not become arrogant because they have won 
brilliant victories in very arduous and difficult struggles and, more 
‘mportantly, have not heen poisoned by bellicose, militaristic thinking, by 
expansionist or hegemonist ambitions, have not abandoned the just cause 


tO pursue an uf just cause, 


io the contrary, at times when the situation was extremely perilous and the 
enemy stood on our border demanding that we allow them to pass’ through our 
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land so that they could attack our neighbor, our entire country rejected their 
ultimatum and joined our neighbor in driving off the enemy and putting an end 
to their dream of expanding into the nations of the South. 


The beautiful virtues filled with humanism of our nation in its work of 
building and defending the fatherland have been directed toward one goal: the 
peace and prosperity of the people. This has also been the ambition of the 
laboring people in all ages. 


This principle was employed by Nguyen Trai, whose thinking and career marked 
the pinnacle of the national consciousness and the patriotism of the 
Vietnamese in the Middle Ages, as the introduction as well as an exhortation 
in "Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh," which was the second 
declaration of independence in Vietnamese history: 


"The sole purpose of love and justice is the peace and security of the 
" 
people. 


This is the goal, it is the legitimate, natural right of all nations on earth. 


"love others as you love yourself," this expression of humanism in a_ simple, 
natural phrase has become a standard in the relations among persons. It can 
be considered as the seed from which the thinking "one for all, all for one" 


verminated. 


from this perspective, we see that the love of peace has been the consistent 
theme in our nation's long struggle against foreign aggression. 


The love of peace became even more intense after the brilliant victories 


described below were won: 


"The fatherland will surely be ours for thousands of years" 
(Tran Nhan Tong) 

“we disarmed the enemy at Chuong duong 

Captured the enemy at Ham Tu 

tnd redoubled our efforts at Thai Binh. 

[his land will be ours forever." 
(Tran Quang Khai ) 


instead of killing the several hundred thousand troops of the Minh Army that 
irrendered, we supplied them with food, with elephants, horses and boats and 
sent them back to their loved ones; this was not only an _ expression of 
‘emency on the part of victors, it also resulted in lasting peace _ between 


Nal LONnss 


[t ushered in a millennium of peace" 
(Nguyen Trai, "Report to the People on the Defeat of the Minh") 


Ihe land in which the Vietnamese dwell has been the confluence of other 
iltural currents since antiquity. 




















for tnis reason, traditional Vietnamese culture has had to Maintain its 
independence and special character; on the other hand, the Vietnamese have had 
(to be broadminded and able to incorporate in their culture the cultural and 
spiritual values of other peoples. 


Jur forefathers had a correct attitude with regard to meeting these two 
requirements, two requirements which, on the surface, seem to contradict each 


other. 


[lhe first requirement, maintaining independence, was a requirement that’ was 
met without trying. Any culture is more independent when it is a culture that 
is Closely associated with independence and freedom and has been established 
on the basis of an unyielding struggle for independence and freedom waged by a 
nation that ‘as won continuous victories by thwarting the schemes of country- 
robbers to assimilate the nation both culturally and spiritually. 


‘his proves that the nation of Vietnam has taken its place in world history by 
tollowing a path otf its own choosing. Because of this, it has made worthy 
contributions to the common progress of mankind. 


‘ie second requirement, incorporating the spiritual and cultural values of 
other nations, is closely related to the first requirement. 


\ culture, no matter how brilliant or beautiful it might be, cannot live by 
itself, cannot separate itself from the cultural intercourse among nations. 
Ot course, some of the cultural and spiritual values that have been introduced 
from foreign countries have not been consistent with the independent, 
:utonomous spirit or the beautiful traditions of the nation. Frequently, 
cultural contacts have been imposed upon us and foreign values have been 
forced upon us through war or the violation of the independence, sovereignty 
and dignity of the nation. 
However, their profound sense of independence and_ sovereignty, their 
indomitable spirit and their creativity and humanism have helped our people 
ivoid the two extremes--the slave mentality or factionalism, narrowmindedness, 
arrogance and self-satisfaction--in order to creatively incorporate the 
-dluable achievements of the cultures of other nations, thereby making the 
nation’s culture increasingly rich and colorful but stiil maintaining its 
inique character and not allowing it to become a half native, half foreign 

iiture, a patchwork culture. 

mversely, in the course of our people successfully building and defending 


e country, the Vietnamese culture has, of course, influenced the cultures of 
neighboring nations to one degree or another. 


e Fy, 


in their 49 centuries of brave and steadfast struggle filled with haraships 
ind sacrifices, our people have recorded remarkable, earth-shattering feats of 
mms. 

(hese teats of arms have, to a very important degree, been the result of the 


ombined strength of the noble cultural and spiritual values of the nation, 
values that are crystallized in the three virtues of mercy, intelligence and 
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courage. In turn, these three virtues are embodied in the spirit of 
patriotism. 


Vietnamese patriotism possesses invincible strength because it symbolizes a 


just cause. 


Since antiquity, our people have fought under the banner of patriotism to 
"triumph over brutality by means of the great cause, to replace cruelty with 
mercy.” 

Vietnamese patriotism is genuine patriotism because it symbolizes the spirit 
that there is nothing more precious than independence and freedom. 


independence and freedom are the goals of all nations because “every nation 
has the right to live, has the right to happiness and the right to freedom"(Ho 
Chi Minh: "The Declaration of Independence"). 


ihe patriotism of the Vietnamese is closely associated with love of the 
people, respect for the people and the struggle for the happiness of the 
people, tor the comfort of the people, for the security of the people in 


"eternal peace." 


ln the consciousness of our nation, the country and the people are one, the 
fatherland, the nation and the people are a single entity. Because, it was 
tne laboring people who have built the Vietnamese fatherland, have made the 
neroic mation of Vietnam, created the noble cultural and spiritual values of 
the nation and written glorious chapters in the nation's history. 


Vietnamese patriotism is the premise, is the firm foundation for the natural, 
inevitable progression to socialist patriotism under the banner "for national 
independence, for socialism." 





[fhus, our people, under the leadership of the party, have followed the course 
charted by President Ho: from patriotism to scientific socialism. 


ie = Vietnamese culture of today is a socialist culture that is popular in 
nature and national in color. Its path of development, its functions and 
tasks were clearly defined in the Political Report presented at the 5th 
Congress of the Party by Le Duan: 


1} 
ss 


“since the dav that the party was founded, the patriotic and demo-.atic 
radition t our people has, under the banner of national independence and 
socialism, been raised to anew level and been strengthened more than ever 
before. \t present, our country is building the system of socialist 


collective ownership of the laboring people; this undertaking is implementing 
1 law of our times and is, at the same time, enhancing the several thousand 
car cultural tradition of patriotism and democracy of the nation of 


' ‘ 
-ietnam. (1) 


Teaching socialist and communist consciousness begins with teaching socialist 


. ,. - 
pi rl tLisMm, 
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with thls Viewpoint in mind, [ respectfully present three guidelines that are 
ecessary for success in educational work. 


first, the rivtt of socialist collective ownership of the laboring people must 
ue Considered the decisive factor. Because, this is the factor that can and 
must readily accept the cultural and spiritual values of the nation as well as 
(he factor that is responsible for and provides favorable conditions for 
developing and enhancing these values through the work pertormed in each field 
of buiiding and defending the socialist fatherland. 


secondiy, educational efforts must be directed toward three targets: 
production, combat readiness and combat and the happiness of the people. bach 
of these targets involves specific measures and innovations designed to 
increase worr efficiency, heighten the fighting spirit and improve the 
material and spiritual lives of the people. 


lhirdly, educational activities must become a broad mass movement within which 
the socialist emulation movement is the main moving force. Here, we must 
tullow the example set by Uncle Ho in the war of resistance against France. 
lt was ne who launched the movement to "bring culture to the war of 
resistance, bring the war of resistance to culture.” It is in this spirit 
that we must bring culture to production, to labor and combat, to our studies, 
ty our stvle ot life, to our relations with others, to our family life, our 
recreation and our entertainment. 


Phan Huy Le; 
(. The Position of the Present Socialist Revolution in the Nation's History 


The formation and development as well as the preservation and enhancement of 
traditions always occur on the basis of the various socio-economic forms that 
exist. Theretore, it is tirst of all necessary for us to review, in a general 
canner, the evolution of the various socio-economic forms in the history of 
vietnam so that we can clearly see the position that is occupied by the 
present revolution and the matters that are raised by the relationship between 
tradition and the revolution. 


in the ancient past, our country as well as every other country in the world 
id mankind, in vyeneral, experienced a long period of development of the 
primitive commune. This first socio-economic form disappeared long ago Dut 
remnants of it have been preserved to this very day, especially within the 
oclety of the mountain ethnic minorities. 


vater,in the period of the Hung Kings and An Duong Vuong during whicn the 
ountry was built, our country entered the period of a society divided into 
lasses with a sociv-economic structure characteristic of the Fast. In this 
oc Let y siave exploitation emerged and developed to some extent but it was 
the slavery of paternalism and did not become the dominant relationship within 
lety. dhe stable and universal base of society was the rural commune, that 
the traditional village, with its private ownership or occupation of 


7 bi 
ropland and broad autonomy in many areas. [he communal peasants were the 
main production force of society. For awhile, this was called the Asian mode 
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yroduction in accordance with the terminology set forth by k. Marx in 1359 
In the preface to his” work "Contribution to the Crit ique of Political 
Heonomics"; today, however, everyone realizes that this terminology did not 


, 
reflect or encompass the basic characteristics of this socio-economic form. 


m the foundation of the Asian mode of production, teudal production relations 
radually emerged and led to the establishment otf the feudal system somewhere 


pround the 5th Century. The Vietnamese feudal system was not based on a 
ferrritorial economy or the lord-serf relationship as it was in the West, 
ither, existed on the basis of the preservation and the feudalization of 
fhe rurad. commune, the landlord economy and its landlord-tenant relationship. 


in the mid-l1%th Century, as a result of being invaded aid ruled by the French 
Colomialists, Vietnamese feudal society became a colonial and semi-feudal 
lety. Prior to that time, the first, very weak seeds of capitalism emerged 
tne weakened feudal society. Under the rule of colonialism, capitalist 


sf OC 


wifnin 
production relations developed to a certain extent but were still severely 


tollowing the victory of the August Revolution in 1945 Vietnam, on the basis 
’ 

of completing the national-democratic revolution throughout the country, 

the stage of capitalist development and began the gradual but direct 


ransition to socialism. 
‘ntire evolution of the various socio-economic forms in the history of 
until the present socialist revolution can be summarized in _ the 
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On the chart presented above, attention must be given to the following several 
points: 


? in ancient times, our country did not experience a period of Greek or 
Roman style slave ownership and, ir modern times, Vietnam has bypassed the 
period of capitalist development; however, slave exploitation as well as 
capitalist production relations did deveiop to a certain degree and within 
certain limits. 


= 


true social revolution, even though changes of a revolutionary nature did 
Cur in the shift from one socio-economic form to another. 


’. Prior to the present socialist revolution, Vietnam had not experienced any 


3. In the course of the evolution of socio-economic forms, new forms have not 
abolished old forms but have, instead, preserved and modified them to _ be 
consistent with the new requirements of society. As a result, many different 
social forms develop on top of and alongside one another down through the many 
different periods of history. 


4. The present social revolution is the first social revolution in _ the 
histury of Vietnam and is a thorough social revolution. 


in countries that experienced the period of capitalist development, the 
bourgeois revolution occurs before the proletarian revolution and has the task 
ot abolishing the socio-economic structures that are the forerunners of 


Capitalism. 


In the East, in some countries, such as 19th Century India, the British 
colonialists, acting in the interests of colonialism, expanded the _ road 
network and carried out industrial development; "this intervention abolished 
these semi-barbarian, semi-civilized small communities by destroying their 
economic base, thereby carrying out the greatest social revolution, a 
revolution that is truly the only social revolution Asia has experienced to 
date."(2) According to Kk. Marx, the British colonialists carried out this 
revolution as “an unconscious tool of history"(3) and they destroyed the old 
world but did not build a new world consistent with the life of the Indian 
people. As regards our country, the French colonialists were not even able to 


imry. out such as "unconscious revolution" during the period of French 
lomination, 
‘hus, in the entire course of Vietnamese history, the present socialist 
revolution, tor which the national-democratic revolution was a_ stage of 
preparation, has truly played the role as the first social revolution in our 
history. its historic task is to abolish and transform an old world that is 
not simply based on one socio-economic form but which, instead, consists of 
Olonialism, both old and new, the feudal system and even the persistent 


remnants of the primitive communal system and the Asian mode of production in 
rrder to, on this basis, build the new wor!d of socialism and advance to 


Communism, 
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The broad view of history presented above shows the important position, the 
great historic mission and the weighty, complex tasks of our present 
revolutionary undertaking. 

ll, A Priceless Heritage that Must Be Inherited, Developed upon and Enhanced 
The history of Vietnam and our people's long struggle to conquer nature, to 
build and defend the country have bequeathed to us a priceless heritage 
encompassing valuable experiences gained in many areas of life, cultural 
values, spiritual values and the fine traditions of the nation. President Ho 
and our party have respected this heritage very much and have always 
maintained that we must inherit, develop upon and enhance this priceless 
heritage of the nation's history. 


The main toundations underlying the traditional values of the nation can _ be 
condensed into the following several points: 


1 


hs working to conquer nature, build the country, develop the economy = and 
culture and create civilization. 


Labor is the origin of every material and spiritual cultural value. The work 
tradition is a beautiful quality of mankind and of the laboring people of 
every country in the world. 


Jur people have been performing their creative labor under the conditions of a 
trade wind, tropical environment that is very beautiful and rich but is also 
very harsh and under historic circumstances in which they have had to wage an 


arduous and nearly constant struggle against natural disasters and enemy 
attacks. This "challenge and adaptation" have forged our people's spirit of 
work, have created a tradition of diligent and patient, resourceful and 


creative labor. This tradition is vividly manifested in the labor of farmers, 
nandicraftsmen and writers, in the age-old cultural achievements of the nation 
in all fields. 


-.  Tvhe struggle against foreign aggression to protect the independence, 
sovereignty and dignity of man and the nation. 


Of itself, fighting foreign aggression is not a special characteristic of any 


nation because every nation in the world has had to fight in the course of its 
existence and growth to protect its life and independence. The salient 
CNaracteristics of our nation's history of resistance against foreign 
izegression are that we have had to wage a continuous fight against foreign 
rggression ever since we began to build the country; we have always had to 
build the country in conjunction with defending the country and, in our 
detense ot the country, we have fought large, powertul enemies and have had to 


tight and win victory under violent conditions. In view of these special 

naracteristics and conditions, the long struggle against foreign aggression 
has had a profound influence upon every aspect of life and caused patriotism, 
national heroism, our desire for national independence and our indomitable 
will to emerge and develop at an early date. 


lhe village structure based on the foundation of the rural commune. 








Since antiquity, the people of Vietnam have lived, worked and fought within a 
very durable, traditional village structure. The origin and the foundation of 
this village structure were the rural commune of the Asian type, the 
fundamental characteristic of which was the ownership of cropland by the 
commune, close coordination between agriculture and the handicraft trades and 
the autonomy of the commune. This socio-economic structure created a kind of 
democratic community within the commune; as K. Marx observed, even during the 
Middle Ages in Europe, the commune was "the only center of freedom and life of 
the peopie."(4) 


In the history of our country, the rural commune was preserved for a long time 
and played an important role in clearing land, building water conservancy 
projects and fighting foreign aggressors and was the center of folk culture. 
[ts positive aspects helped to create and maintain many democratic communai 
relations and the traditions of village neighbors uniting with, loving and 
helping one another. 


4. National unity and unity of the nationalities. 


Due to the special characteristics of the various pre-capitalist socio- 
economic torms and because it became necessary for us to join together early 
in our history to protect our common interests, the dominant trend of 
development of our country from the time that it was founded has been toward 
national unity and unity of the people. Although our economic and naturai 
conditions did give rise to trends toward decentralization and plots to 
achieve regional domination and although these trends and plots were sometimes 
strong, they were rapidly defeated and thwarted. 


[he traditional products of this process of unifying the nation and unifying 
the people are national solidarity, the spirit of uniting for the sake of the 
nation's great cause and the people's sense of unity. 


lur country’s population encompasses many nationalities; however, in our 
history, there have never been serious prejudices or conflicts among the 
nationalities. To the contrary, the tradition "the people of a country must 
love one another" and the obligation of "blood brothers to one another” are 
the common sentiment and consciousness of the entire national community, of 
the community of many nationalities. 


ihe above mentioned traditional values created the dignity of the nation of 
Vietnam, torged the capabilities and color of Vietnamese culture and are an 


i 


mportant source of the nation's vitality. They are the essence of our 
national history and svmbolize the intelligence, the soul and the lifestyle of 
-ietnam, In the socialist revolution, these traditional values must not oniy 


> 


he inherited and developed upon, they must also be raised to a new level otf 
juality on the basis of the revolutionary stand of the proletariat, the 


ideology of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism together with 
he achievements of modern science as set forth in the resolutions of the 4th 
ind Sth Congresses of the Partvs "The new culture crystallizes and raises to 


i new level all of the most beautiful aspects of the 4,000 year traditions of 
the Vietnamese soul, of the Vietnamese culture and selectively incorpora‘tes 
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the fruits of man's civilization and the achievements of modern culture and 


- " 
science, 
fil. A Heavy Burden of the Past that Must Be Cast Aside 


he proletarian revolution, as K. Marx and F. Engels pointed out in the 
"Communist Manifesto," is "the most thorough departure from the traditional] 
system of ownership; it will not be the least bit unusual if, in the course of 
its development, it is the most thorough departure from traditional ideas."(5) 
'.1. Lenin considered this to be "a very long job" in which "it is necessary 


to win victory over the resistance (which is usually negative, especially 
persistent and especially difficult to overcome) by many remnants of smali- 
scale production, necessary to win victory over the tremendous strength of the 
conservative habits and practices associated with these remnants."(6) 
Generally speaking, the socialist revolution must transform and abolish 
private ownership of the instruments of production, the system of class 
oppression and exploitation and small-scale production, together with all the 
decadent ideas, remnants and habits associated with them. 


in today's socialist revolution, history has placed upon us a_ heavy, very 

mplicated burden that must be analyzed, a burden whose origin we must 
Clearly recognize. As regards the history of the nation, in addition to the 
ifteretfects of the long war and the schemes of sabotage of the enemy, | would 
‘ike to direct the attention of readers to the following bases which retain 
the original structure they had in the old world social forms that were 
leveloped one on top of the other and which were summarized in the chart on 


tne evolution of the various socio-economic forms. 
i. The slow development and the backwardness that have existed for 400 years. 


1 tne development of world history, the 16th to the 19th Centuries marked a 
turning point between the bast and the West. 
in the west, capitalism was born at the start of the 16th Century followed by 
the victory of the bourgeois revolution between the 16th and 18th Centuries 
ind the industrial revolution in the 18th and 19th Centuries. As a result of 
these changes, the West entered the period of development of capitalism and 
hecame Capitalist, industrial, civilized countries. 


tern civilization was mired in the prolonged stagnation of pre- 


Me anw! ; 
spitalist society, with the exception of Japan, which was developing in 
‘ariv tne same way as the West. And, the unavoidable result was that the 
backward Fast became the target of aggression and enslavement by western 
ipitalism, in turn, colonialism caused the development of the already 


{ ‘ast to be more severely impeded and caused the kast to become more 


it Kwar 4 


ikward compared to the ever increasing rate of development of history. 


hur country shared this fate. This fact was due to the declining feudal 
ystem based on the remnants of the Asian mode of production and to 


‘ , 
ON] 91 1SM. 
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it was not until after the Russian October Revolution, until the dawn of the 
aye OL the transition from capitalism to socialism on a worldwide scale, 
especially after world war II, that the people of the East awakened, broke the 
shackles of colonialism, struggled to regain life and revive their countries 
and gradually overcame their poverty and backwardness in order to keep pace 
with the tide of evolution in the world. 


in the history of Vietnam, the socialist revolution must perform an important 
and weighty task, namely, the task of struggling to abolish the poverty and 
backwardness that have persisted for 4 centuries and must wage another no less 
complicated struggle to overcome the chronic stagnation of the old society 
that stil! persists in the various fields of life. 


’, Coloniaiism, both old and new, and its poisons. 


Jur country did not experience the period of capitalist development but, under 
the rule of colonialism, capitalism did develop to a certain degree. Along 
with the struggle to transform and abolish capitalism, we must wage the 
struggle to sweep away each poison of colonialism, both old and new, = and 
reactionary, decadent cultural influences from the outside. 


[he feudal system and its remnants. 


Juring its deciine, the feudal system in our country was a very conservative, 
militaristic, dictatorial monarchy that subscribed to the Confucian ideology 
borrowed from China. [n the national-democratic revolution, we abolished this 
antiquated teudal system; however, remnants of it still persist, especially 
remnants of the thinking and the habits of paternalism, the class structure, 
arbitrariness, bureaucracy and the influences of Confucianism. 


+. The remnants of the primitive commune and the Asian mode of production. 


ihe primitive commune and the Asian mode of production based on communal 
relations ot equality and elementary democracy have made their presence felt 
‘no the forrat.ion and the preservation of some of our people's fine traditions. 
wever, ain the course of development of history, this socio-economic 
structure became outmoded long ago and its preservation, as K. Marx and F. 
els trequently emphasized is a special characteristic of the Fast as well 
is one of the causes underlying the stagnation of the Fast. Our country's 
rural commune had its own special features but did not stand outside’ the 


common course of development. 


Partialism and localism, the dividing of the persons within a family or a 
Village ain ranks ot aciass nature, the concept that the commune is the 


“entity” and that the individual "is only something of an accidental nature 
within rhe commune or a constituent component of it "(7) : the thinking of 
Werayirsm md so forth are attributes of the commune that have left a rather 
leep impression upon life in the countryside. In addition, the remnants of 

i primitive commune and the Asian mode of production were, for a long time, 
ssed by the feudal svstem and colonialism, as a result of which many new ilis 


became part of village life, such as the village bully, factionalism,)§ the 


tyle of lite and so forth. 
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», Small-scaie product ion 


Small-scale production, when it was born, represented a step forward in 
production capacity and played the role as the production cell of society 
during many periods of history. In the West, between the loth and the 1&th 


nd 6. 9th Centurles, small-scale production was gradually replaced by  large- 
sCale, Capitalist production, by capitalist heavy industry. 


However, in our country, small-scale production has persisted on a widespread 
basis until this very day and it can be said that our nation’s 4,000 year 
history ot building and defending the country have been 4,000 years of 
domination by small-scale production. 


‘ransforming small-scale production and building the system of large-scale, 
oCtalist production are difficult; however, the struggle to overcome’ the 
remnants of small-scale production in our thinking, our methods of working, 
our o.d Aabits and so forth will surely be a longer and more _ complicated 


Plipeit’ 
el. Lenin said that we "can (and must) build communism by means of human 
resources tuat have been universally corrupted by hundreds and thousands of 
fears of living under slavery, feudalism, capitalism and decentralized, small- 
Cale Susihess, by the war waged by everyone against everyone to secure a 
piace in the market, to achieve a higher price for one's product or one's 
Jabor."(S) In the effort to transform and abolish the old world and build the 


new world, the struggle between the new and old, between that which is good 
ind othat which is not, between the progressive and the backward is a 


complicated, prolonged struggle in every field. The resolution of the ‘th 
Party Congress pointed out; "The struggle between the two ways of life, 


between the new and the old, the progressive and the backward, the advanced 
ind othe reactionary in the fields of culture, ideology and lifestyle is a very 
mplex, day-to-day struggle, is a struggle to which we cannot” give light 
trention.’ In order to guide and stimulate this struggle, it is necessary to 

iiy orecoynize that which is new together with the base upon which the new 
is been tormed and necessary to also recognize that which has become old 
ether with the origin of the old and the base that enables the oid to be 


; err ye he 

\ svt ft ia 

Viong with 4 nistory of defending and building the country, our nation has a 

rice cultural and spiritual history that encompasses many different types and 
mn of ‘ial consciousness and many different form of activity. [nis 


iiture has its own unique character, one that vividly reflects the reality of 
P ) ‘ ’ \ " . a . " ; . , 
tonal lite. Under the name “civilization, our forefathers took very much 
fe in their culture. Nguyen Trai said: "A country such as our Dai Viet is 
ily a civilized country.” Le Quy Don, Ngo Thi Nham, Nguyen Du, Cao Ba Quat 
nanny other major writers have wholeheartedly respected and praised the 


iltural tradition of the nation. 


ifirming the cultural and spiritual history of the nation does not 
ean that we recognize all of the factors that have created the cultural ind 











birituai lite of the nation in its history as values. As Lenin said, within 


nation's culture, there are always two opposing cultural currents: in our 
nistory, our culture nas consisted of the culture of an anti-national, anti- 
popular stratum of dictators and, at the same time, the culture of the people, 
which has represented the nation, the country and the trend of development of 
.. In essence, only the culture of the second group can create values. 
‘alues are a Category of history that emerged in the 1860's and was created by 
furopean bourgeois theoreticians. In Vietnam as well as the other countries 
ot the Fast, the concept of values did not exist during the feudal period. 
However, the essence of this concept did exist. Whenever a person was being 
evaluated or requirements of persons were being established, mention was made 
of a person's duty. There was no uniform concept of duty; sometimes it’ was 
“senevolence” or “benevolence, intelligence and bravery" but, at other times, 
duty was considered to be “the five cardinal virtues"(benevolence, 
righteousness, yropriety, knowledge and sincerity). In short, anything that 
was Consistent with the requirements of a person's duty was considered a value 


by t ne teudalists. 


nder the colonial and semi-feudal system, especially during the period otf 
.5.-puppet occupation of South Vietnam, some intellectuals, who were heavily 
influenced by the value concepts of pragmatism, realism and so _ forth, 
exploited, under the guideline of returning to the people, feudal factors and 
eyative tacturs in our history and considered them to be cultural = and 
Liritual values, to be the essence of the nation. Their concepts and their 
tions intlicted much harm upon the people and the nation and supported the 
neo-colonialist system ot the United States. 


bie to the reasons mentioned above, we feel that it is necessary to detine 
values betore searching for the cultural and spiritual values of the nation. 


refer to those things that are useful and beneficial to the people and 
‘he mation, to the development of society; values refer to those things that 
rye Satistied the needs and interests of man in history. The cultural and 
spiritual values of the nation are the thoughts, concepts, ideas and cultural 
hievement that have had the effect of stimulating the advancement of 
tory and serving the interests and the needs of the people and the country. 


llstory 


ny the concept presented above as the standard for reviewing our tory, 
we see) that) the cultural and spiritual history of our nation encompasses 
-tlues, attributes and factors that the present ideological and = cultural 
revolution must inherit and develop upon. 


onsider tice traditional spiritual values of the nation to. be 


9s 
cal values. in tact, ethical values are only a part of the nation's 
tem ot cultural and spiritual values. In addition to ethical values, this 
vstem also encompasses scientific values, philosophical vaiues esthetic 
-ilues and so forth, that is, within each field of spiritual acy .y of man, 


iiues exist, values have been ftormed. 


Kamined ty: the point of view of how they compare with the values. of 


ry 


ther matic! In the vast the cultural and spiritual values of our nation 

















have several aspects in common with the values of the nations within the 
region because, in the course of its existence and development, each and every 
nation, each and every country has encountered common problems that have _ had 
to be solved, consequently, there has been duplication of knowledge and 
concepts and because the nations of the region has influenced one another 
through the constant international intercourse that occurs among countries 
that are located near one another. When the Chinese political system and, 
immediately thereafter, the Chinese culture were imposed upon Vietnam, we came 
into direct contact with Chinese culture and took from it what we needed. 
wever, the fact to which attention must be given is that the special 
ittributes of the nation, the special characteristics of the nation exist in 
no other nation or exist only in a diminished way. 


To our nation, attitudes, concepts and actions that support the effort to 
maintain our independence and support the independent development of the 
nation are the salient cultural and spiritual values. These values are 


manifested in many fields. In the field of knowledge, they involve knowing 
oursel v ind the enemy, knowing the conditions and methods needed to win 
tor. ver the enemy and knowing the factors that make a nation and the 


miditions that are needed to confirm the nation's sovereignty. In the field 
5s, values are manifested in acts of bravely sacrificing one's life for 
ountry, in an unyielding attitude in the face of the enemy and in the 
t of sharing joys and hardships in combat. In the field of art, they are 
tne trends, prose, poems, music, paintings and so forth that praise the 
wtional spirit, praise the country, praise heroes and heroines who record 
i hievements in building and defending the country, etc. 


‘her perspective, in order to resist the scheme of assimilation that 


rrom anotne! 
wm  Coinese teudal powers pursued for more than 1,000 years and defeat 
ibsequent invasions by them, the Vietnamese realized that they had to be 
osely jinked to one another within their community; therefore, attitudes, 


oncepts and actions that benefit the collective, that benefit the community 
of Vietnamese are special cultural and spiritual values of the country. Here, 
n the tield of knowledge and awareness, our values are manifested in = our 
mse of obligation to our compatriots, our sense of awareness of our race, 
"the offspring of the fairy and the dragon," and our awareness that unity is 
‘pt that “a tree standing by itself is vulnerable, three 


‘ tne conce [ 
ogether are strong"; and in the knowledge that the king is a 
» and seople are the water, the water can carry the ship along or 
verturn it. in the field of ethics, our values are expressed in the 


WSC Lous! ind behavior of doing things for the sake of the village, for 
ne sake of tne country, for the sake of the development of the community. In 
re ield ot art, they are expressed in works, songs and tunes that praise the 
fe oof the village, praise the love and labor of country-dwellers and so 

ruling stratum that has known this law and has been able, on the 
ognizing this law, to reduce the gap between themselves and the 


! yf 
ple, % ix with the people and to adjust their own interests to. be 
eith the interests of all of society has had the support of the 
munity and become an invincible strength. 


te to the 


ely related to the two matters presented above and the prerequisi 
rgence and the development of trends and schools of thinking concerning the 
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nation and the community are the reciprocal relationships of a humanistic 
.4ture between one person and another. Of course, under the circumstances of 
ty consisting ot opposing classes, oppression, exploitation and this 
irit of humanity are always of a class nature; however, in addition to this, 
ne existence of the nation as a developed community that must be protected 
aid must maintain its separate development also demands and causes to emerge 
within the heart of man a concern for the lives of others, that is, demands 
:itrulsm. lhe expressions of this love of man within the people are the 
concept of loving others as you love yourself and the attitudes that crepe 
overs tne vanity and the persons of a country must love one another. within 
the stratum ot enlightened rulers who are close to the people and the country, 
this love otf man is expressed in a charitable and just political line, a 
reduction in the heavy taxes borne by the people, a reduction in the 
punishment .iven to persons who make mistakes and so forth. The spirit of 
humanism has aiso been expanded to include our attitude toward enemies: once 
they have surrendered, we have provided them with food and made it possible 


for them to return to their country instead of killing them. 


ihe cultural and spiritual values of our nation are many but the three 
mentioned above can be considered the most basic. 


bur Van Neuyens 
Actually, the imagery of the egg is not unique to our nation, having been 


shared by many nations of Southeast Asia; however, the legend of Au Co's 100 
one shell is unique to our nation. This is a rather old legend of 


io, one tia part of the Hong Bang family tales that were transmitted 
verbally ain ancient times and not given written form until the Tran Dynasty, 
wien they were written in Chinese. In fact, some forms of legends about 


mothers and the lite ot our people predate the Hong Bang tales. Here, we will 
not discuss the myth of the Twelve Turtles who created man and ali living 
things, which is similar in significance to the myth in the christian Bible 


that God created all living things. Instead, let us discuss the myth of the 
iree Virgin Mothers: the virgin mother of the sky, the virgin mother of the 
intains and forests and the virgin mother of the sea.(9) Is the fact that 
‘oe mytn ot the Three Virgin Mothers coincides with the three environments of 
ip Country (the sky, the land and the sea) merely accidental’ The 
yincidence might indeed be accidental but our "Dao Tam Toa" and the Three 
calms did exist very early in our history and it is quite regrettable that 
they were issimilated by foreign religions and xyradually rendered 
NnreEcogNizabie, Moreover, they were mixed with such forms of sorcery iS 
wing and wizardry and underwent a metamorphosis within this cloud of 
uperstitions. Clearly, the Three Virgin Mothers represented the 
rudimentary nateriail { oncept of the three realms of the country that nave 
Kisted for million tf years. Embodied here is the exercise of the right of 
istery by ‘the ceo iective of the three mothers of the three realms which, 
Hithough ditterent, have been and are united within one land, the land of the 
BJ King ‘ D¥gone vears and the present day land ot Ho «ni Minh. 
S iS truly something special! In this ancient motherland with its tiree 
ymMonioeu reagims of nature, the eggs Au Co hatched into 100 boys and these 
bovs, Ww ced their mother’s milk, spoke their mother’s tongue, remembered 














her words and were imbued with her spirit, went their separate ways to build 
ind defend the country. 


se 


Mother's words are the words of the homeland, the words ot the country, 


Mother s spirit is the spirit of the homeland, the spirit of the country. 


the four ageless values--motherland, mother's milk, mother tongue 


and mother’s spirit--are the eternal spiritual values that form the essence of 
ir, «people's love of country and love of their fellow man. There is’ no 
fiortage ot tolk legends concerning our love of country and our love of man, 


such as the legend of Thanh Giong, who fought the An, the legend of the two 
lrung Sisters, who tought To Dinh and so forth; people throughout our country 
know about these legends and they are usuaily referred to in every ancient 
Vietnamese book we open, Although the words and the description of characters 
might have ditfered between verbal and written versions, the essence of this 
theme has remained constant since ancient times because it is nothing more 
than an expression of the “four priceless values" mentioned above. in 
sidition, there are countless proverbs and folk songs that reflect the spirit 
motheriand, mother's milk and mother tongue: "the children of one mother 
ire like the tlowers of one plant," "we bleed for one another," "we feel pain 
when another is hurt,” “help someone who falls," “be as close as a pair of 


hand om Cit, 


is wiser tor brothers and sisters 
o fight outsiders than to fight amongst themseives. 
he spirit of unity of our people within the common community arose at a very 
late from the sacred spirit of motherland, mother's milk and = mother 
tongue, beginning within the home, within the family and then spreading to tlie 


lave, the country and even outside the country. Through the realities of 
tory, this spirit of unity has been strengthened and tempered = through 
igent labor in production and combat. 
Deol ive) fought solely for the purpose of protecting the homeiand, 
intry. To us, the fatherland is something very sacred. For countless 
iries, the tomb o: the ancestors of the Hung Kings has stood at the summit 
Hy cong Mountain, the “mountain of light,” and each vear, ever since 
mr aiquitv, “he governments of every different regime that we Nave experiet od 
ee eld very solemn ceremonies to offer incense in their memory on the 
iversary of their death. [his tomb might only be of abstract significance 
t ona plaved a very  protound and large role in teaching ind 
Dagandizing our spiritual values. In ancient times, although our 


, , ’ ’ : 
thers talked about their destiny to bring "all brothers together within 
house,” their concept of international love was still vague and they 


yoked the nditions needed to detine this concept in detail. However, 

eryone dit tave a concrete concept of love of the fatherland and cveryone, 

fo ound voune, male and female alike, considered it a crime to betray the 

fatherland, nsidered the crime of “letting the burglar into the house” + ye 
Toweriny rime, 1 crime for which those who committed it were neiG 

nfempt by the entire family, the entire village and the entire country iG 

aore irsed by their descendants for generations. Because he was profound|s 
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twaire f the significance of the tomb of the ancestors of the Hung kings’ in 
wning tradition, Tran Binh Trong rejected every attempt by tne Nguyen-Mong 
i\rates to win nim over and insolently replied: "It is better to be the 


pirit of the dead in the South than the emperor of the North!" This single 
ntence spoken by a descendant of the Hung Kings was sufficient to satisfy 


‘ ‘ 9 > . ~ ' 
anc --* SNned! ten ‘ne enenyv. 


4 Yresuit of such a very long process ol being tempered and galning 
experience in production and combat, the four precious values of motherland, 
mother's milk, mother tongue and mother's spirit flow in the veins of our 
people; and, as a result of being imbued with these four values, our people 
pOsseSs many fine human qualities, more than can be described. Actually, each 
of us can describe a number of the typical virtues we possess, such as the 
tour following basic ones: unity, diligence, generosity and an unyielding 
pirat. these four virtues are considered to be basic virtues because they 
retlect the esserce of the Vietnamese, we have, since antiquity, always made 
concessions in oruer to live in unity and love for one another, have always 
worked diligently and waged a relentless struggle to defend their country, to 
build their country. 


‘ 


7 , . 
Le Auah wus 


ie Vietnamese people, who have an inherent and very profound love of man, 
istier “man to be the center of the universe" and are more concerned with 
the attairs of man than with heavenly matters. In the relationship between 
nan and the heavens, we teel that "were it not for man, there would be no 
Lan Ong) and "there fave been many triumphs over nature since antiquity." 
i the relations among persons, we feel "a living person is worth more than a 
ile ot gold"; “man makes the wealth, wealth does not make the man"; "a man's 
ie ois worth more than the surface of 10 rice paddies"; “different melons can 
ne t\cked trom the same arbor"; “it is better to have a full bowl than to 


e 
fUmmie Tor power, etc, 


vietnamese have 4 special sense ot affection tor others and a= spec \al 


e of duty. [he Victnamese have "a deep sense of affection and a profound 

vense ot duty"; “everything for our love of others, everything tor the sake of 

july, tor the sake of a full dish of steamed rice for everyone." Wwe are 

fo one to the other not by the commandments of some saint but by love of 

te ye Man. In Vietnam, this love has been a shining value since ancient 

eS, "Our many sufferings have caused us to love one another very much"; 

vietnamese are a very altruistic people. In Vietnam, the ancient, popular 

expression "low thers as you love yourseit" has deeply permeated the 

onsc iou if the laboring people and become a permanent part of the 

WV Oi ie MaAsSes. lIhis is not merely a matter of "doing unto others 

you eauld have others do unto you.” Nor is it something abstract and 

note, whit could be more normal than for us to love ourselves ind how 

crete and profound this love is when we love others as we love 

elves! “ary wrote somewhere that only when he treats Paul as a person who 
bike f will Peter begin to treat himself as a person. 

eeling of loving otners as vou love yourseif, this teeling in which 
orig Deopie i if ountry can be proud, has its basis in nastory md 




















lety: in the rural communes, in the public farmland, in the villages of 
ne same tamily and in warm neighborly relations--which were the hallmarks of 
ne ancient primitive commune; in the dozens of centuries of joining efforts 
tu overcome hardships, bravely conquer a natural environment that is_ both 
bountiful and harsh and heroically, steadfastiy fight barbarous, crue! and 
obstinate ayveressor powers, From their position in life and on the basis ot 
their owr background and experience, the laboring people of our country were 
« authors of a simple, practical and concrete but very profound precept: 
thers as you love yourseif--because if we do not love, help and rescue 


né anotner, we Cannot survive. 


Juring the thousands ot vears of feudal domination, the laboring people of our 
country lived very miserable lives. The policy of plunder pursued by foreign 


rulers, the cruelty of aggressor forces, the vicious exploitation by 
tristocratic landowners, the licentious decadence of the royalty, the civil 
wirS among the various feudal groups, the floods, typhoons, broken dikes, 
droughts and crop tailures, all of these manmade and natural disasters 
ombined with the feudal order and its ethics weighed heavily upon the 
sborin yeople, In the face of cruel injustice, they tired of their human 


condition. Jeprived of their right to live and trampled upon in body = and 
pirit, they loved themselves and loved others who shared their plight, loved 


‘hey loved themselves and sympathized with one another to the point 


others ae 
wiere "the entire stable stopped eating when one horse fell ill" and were 
ready to “Share their food and clothing" with one another in the spirit "the 
whole leat covers the torn leaf" and "older sister helping younger sister to 
D et when she falls." Because, "yourself" was always being threatened dy 

reign aggression and being pulled between freedom and slavery, between life 
id deatn.  "“Yourselt™ traded a bowl of sweat for a bowl of rice, lived from 
hand to mouth and wore rags. "yourself" could not break the chains of the 
eudalists. “Others as Yourself" were too numerous to mention: in the 
wighboring hamlets and villages, within the country and even the people of 
eirzghboring countries ruled by exploiters had been driven into the tragedy of 


intense and genuine thinking of loving others as you love yourself was 
+ a 


‘intained and handed down through the ages and has become one of the fine, 


traditions of the entire nation of Vietnam. 


ich in ve for their fellow man, whenever someone has been trampled upon, 
« laboring people of our country have not restricted themselves to merely 


bout their lot, rather, thev have, ever since antiquity, arisen 
struggle to win back their right to live. Constantly facing the dangers of 
innexation and assimilation, our people very clearly understand 


gression, 
if otheir right to live is, above everything else, the right to be the 
itizen of an independent and free country; the greatest social issue of our 
mle has been the survival of the fatherland and the nation; and the first 
itcal Standards ot our people are patriotism and laving down one's iife for 
yuntry. Therefore, throughout the several thousand years of their 
story, our people have, on the basis of their deep love of their fellow man, 
nstantly -aged an unrelenting struggle against foreign aggression, 
gardless of its source. As a result, in Vietnam, the patriot and the lover 
his fellow man are virtually one and the same person: being patriotic and 














iY the country are acts that reflect humanism and love of one's fellow 
man; and, in order to express humanism and love of one's fellow man, it is 
o be patriotic and save the country. [f the country 


‘ 


' . | i . 
irst of all necessary t 


> nor independent, the people cannot be free or happy. The Dien Hong 
aference held in 1283, at which 10,000 persons shouted the word "tight" in 


/y 


inison, iS still the beautiful and bright symbol of Vietnam's traditional 
patriotism, national spirit and love of others. 
aes os - te f h : : } 4 ‘ er 
Nation s  inheren love of others is not only the toundation of our 


people's ardent patriotism, but is also the foundation of our people's ardent 
desire tor peace and friendship among nations, a desire made evident in the 
lhach Sanh orchestra and earthenware bowls and in sparing the lives of 
hundreds otf thousands of enemy troops who were captured or surrendered and 
providing then with safe passage back to their country. 
Having lived in shame and misery, the laboring people of our country nave, 
since antiquity, thirsted for happiness, freedom and justice. This desire has 
never Deen extinguished, has never cooled. To the contrary, at times when our 
people nave faced severe and long-term oppression and exploitation, this 
iré fdas grown even larger and stronger. It can be said that Miss Tam 1s 
‘he personification of this desire: although she encountered numerous 
ifficulties and hardships, was imprisoned for years by the enemy and 
reatened with death, she obstinately arose in struggle, resumed her life and 
7 back ner happiness. To our laboring people, happiness is, above 
erything else, a life in which they are free, well fed and at peace. Their 
ream is to be "free from care," to have a flock of chickens filling the yard, 
a tat, round pig on the noof, a healthy baby being suckled by his mother...as 
lepicted in folk paintings. They demand the happiness of a pure, natural and 
beautiful married life as sung about in their ballads. They have confidence 
that good will triumph over evil, that right will triumph over wrong, that one 


good turn deserves another and that the trampled upon and suffering laboring 
people will ultimateiy achieve wealth and live in happiness as in the ancient 


eye) mc 
i ¢ yen ‘ . 


However, in tne feudal society of bygone years, the laboring people's desire 
happiness was never realized. Following brave and tenacious struggies 
ryainst foreign aggressors to win and maintain the independence and 

vereignty of the country, they were still oppressed and exploited and haa to 
wige another fight against this unjust "fate." They scoffed at the feuaal 


lass) structure of "scholar first, serf second"; they extolled Dor and 
wed the laborer at tne center of their lives. They opposed feudal 
yvernmen! nd military officials and criticized, denounced and verbaiiy 
tacked teudal ethics and politics and feudalists themselves, sometimes 
through the ircastic iauyhter «§ Tieu Lam, sometimes through the allusion 
a table and sometimes by di? showing them for what thev were. 
truggle waped ov our laboring people to win the right to live was not 
erbal resistance, denunciation and attacks. [The weapon of 
btici iid not, ot course, take the place of criticism Dy weapons. 
hrougnout tne history of the feudal system, especially during the centuries 
n which it experienced serious crisis, the laboring people, primarily 
easants, in addition to being prepared to arise in struggle against foreign 
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wYresslon CO save ne country and save their homes, stage CONtINUOUS 


uprisings to win back their human rights and change their tate. 


Quang trung was not the only one who raised the banner of saving the people. 
However, the limitations imposed by history and the classes prevented them 
trom tablisiing a new and more beautiful system. Practically all of their 
prisings met with defeat and any successes they enjoyed only resulted in the 
elevation of someone to king and the reimposition by him ot the feudal system. 
Nevertneless, with each uprising they forced the ruling class to pay more 
attention to their lives and, more importantly, they were fighting for the 
poor, tor equality and social justice. They not only dreamed, they took 
action to achieve their dreams. History has recorded numerous uprisings by 
peasants "to rob from the rich and give to the poor" in the style of the Ngo 
ie Uprising in Hai Duong. The most representative was the Tay Son movement in 
| ‘nemy showed kindness to the poor." 


lur nation’s inherent love of others is imbued with the spirit of optimism and 
fui nfidence in man. 


ihe virtues of perseverance, diligence and creativity of our country's 
'e are due, on one hand, to the extremely difficult and 
traltened circumstances in which they have lived; on the other hand, however, 
‘hey serve to prove the very strong optimism and confidence in man held by 
aboring people of our country. Not wanting to die from starvation or cold, 
ple wio have been tempered in hardships and difficulties, have fought 
ind triumphed over floods, drought, broken dikes, heavy rainstorms, 
earthquakes, the ravages of war and so forth not only in the brave spirit 
| by Lac Long Quan in mythology, but also with the perseverance with 
which the mountain god fought the god of the sea, with the tenacity expressed 
the saving "continue to bail as long as water ‘Fens. 





S optimism and full confidence in man are even more clearly evident in the 


lal struggie. "4 person who possesses resolve will surely accomplish what 
sets out ‘G4 accomplish, a house with a firm foundation will surely be a 


" - 


trong house.’ Unwilling to suffer the loss of their country and perish, our 
: i aueiis! the enemy until the end, 
“The prefore, during the 30 vears in 


yle bravely and resourcefully strugg 
rardiess yf tne sacrifices required. 


wiich the Nguyen Army invaded our country three consecutive times, ur people 
were rn d to fight and win each time even though thev were forced bv tne 
nemy tf remporarily witndraw from Thang Long each time. t was this 

erseverance, this optimism and this confidence in his own strength that 

| juring the 1U years of "pain, anguish and bitterness,” during 

x h tt (inh Son troops once only had enough food for several weeks" and 
"the Knot Haven troops numbered less than one unit,’ to continue to devote nis 
Y neing the great cause to victory over cruelty; that helped 


4 } - > + —, . " ’ r ~ e 4 } mare? $ + ~~ | — 
iOng in ind Nis western rOOpsS who suffered many misfortunes, LO Ciose 
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1p they could escape; that helped Phan Dinh Phung resist the 

’ . + "1 : : ] ; £ ; oe ; 
emy for | oars without suffering a loss of fighting spirit, etc. 
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me exploitation under the feudal system and won some victories. 


were the force that determined whether each dynasty would prosper orn 

Ine, the force that determined victory in each war against toreign 
2yression, Although they were not fully conscious of this role that they 
paved, the realities of their struggle permitted them to feel confident in 


the inevitable victory of their just cause. Therefore, despite temporary 
setbacks, they continued to be optimistic and confident, fought battle after 
battle and continued their struggle until victory was won without ever losing 
their spirit. This was clearly reflected in their legends: in their struggle 
tor a bdeautitul life, they did not give up in the face of suffering and 
hardships, did not surrender in the face of defeat, did not give up hope when 
jisappointe?, did not lose faith in the midst of dark situations and always 
struggled t move torward. All of our legends have such "endings." A proverb 
reminds us: “Fight until all hope is lost." 


‘he most important, overriding traditional cultural and spiritual value of our 
nation is the spirit of waging a tenacious and unyielding struggle for the 
independence, freedom and happiness of the nation, a struggle to conquer 
ature, transtorm society and build a prosperous and happy life for man. 
Speasxing oniy with regard to the social struggle, our nation has the patriotic 
tradition of struggling against foreign aggression and protecting our national 
independence and the democratic tradition of struggling to protect the rights 
of the working people against all exploitation and oppression. 


_ 


in the recent revolutionary struggle, due to the need to constantiy struggle 


igainst foreign axgression, we upheld our tradition of patriotic struggle 
well, Today, we must continue to uphold and enhance this tradition not. oniy 
because it is a traditional cultural value of our nation that is deserving of 


pride, but also because we must still simultaneously brandish the two banners 
f national independence and socialism. 


However, the question that faces us as we build socialism, that is, as we wage 
struggle and the democratic struggle in a new and higher stage is 
how to develop upon this tradition. 


i our history, the democratic struggle has, at certain times, been unified 
with the national struggle, as was the case in the strugg.e against the ruling 
feudal aristocracy; however, there have also been times when they have not 
been unified. In the history of Vietnam, here have been feudal kings who 

ippressed the peasantry and murdered meritorious officials; however, there 

ive als been kings who recorded feats of arms in resisting foreign 
iwgression and are praised by the people to this very day (such as Le Loi, for 

Kample)., rhis is not merely a matter of stories from our past, rather, our 
-iewpoint kerning this matter must still be discussed and = questio: 

erning ' must be resolved in the present socialist revolut ior 
eC Lira . what should be done about the ruins of the tomb of the patriot 


4 \ r4 


Ywuven Mau Aen, 1 feudal official (who was murdered by An) trom thai inh 


Province: uring the period when we were beginning to estabdiisn cooperatives, 
» > . ° . b, . 4 Pe oe \ . 4 bo o ores } ¢ ] ‘ 
ie =cooperative there considered Nguyen Mau Kien to be a teudal official wh 
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tomb and turned his temple into a public office. However, Nguyen Mau Kien's 
yrandchild petitioned the National Assembly and the National Assembly decided 
to restore the history Nguyen Mau Kien ruins because he was a patriot. who 
resisted the trench. Despite this, there are still two divergent viewpoints 
concerning Nguyen Mau Kien in his native land: those who subscribe to the 
viewpoint of the national struggle maintain that his tomb should be restored; 
those who subscribe to the viewpoint of the democratic struggle maintain that 
it should not be restored. This raises the question of what should we inherit 
and what should we criticize? This is particularly true today, now that 
patriotism is not only closely linked to socialism, but must be considered one 
and the same as the love of socialism, as was emphasized in the resolution of 
‘he 4th Party Congress. 

whereas, in the struggle for national independence, we had to fully uphold our 
patriotic tradition, as we advance to socialism, we must fully uphold our 
tradition ot democratic struggle and, to do this, we must criticize the feudal 
(lass, criticize even the national heroes within the feudal class, point out 
thelr negative aspects and criticize even Tran Hung Dao, Nguyen Trai and so 
forth for their class limitations. However, the question of whether or not we 
should do this has yet to be answered. 


\s regards inheriting the work tradition in our history, we would like 
ouch upon two matters, diligent labor and collective labor. 


w* often praise our people for their tradition of diligent labor. In fact, 
tiligence is part of the work tradition of the small-scale producer, of the 
private tarmer, of small-scale production in which "diligence compensates for 


in small-scale production, this tradition has played a certain role. However, 
large-scale, socialist production it is scientific, technical labor that 


‘etermines high productivity. At present, although the quality of labor is 
in opposition to diligence, it need not always go hand in hand with 


gence. The diligent workstyle itself embodies stagnation and 

" ' - - " , : i 
Conservatism: A jack of all trades, a master of none, that is, a person who 
lowS many trades but is skilled in none quickly becomes useless. Therefore, 
lay, we must praise and emphasize creative, scientific, technical labor and 
ould no longer make much mention of the tradition of diligent labor. It is 


tradition of peasants, of small-scale producers and growers of wet rice; it 

a tradition which the working class, instead of inheriting and developing 
m, must revolutionize, must replace and negate by means of a new work 
dition, the tradition of working in an intelligent, creative manner, a 


phiy ientific and technical manner, etc. 

e tradition ot collective labor has evolved through an entire historic 
There wa the commune stvle collective labor with its very low labor 
ductivity, a productivity that was only the sum of the labor performed by 
lividuals. However, this collective labor did have the eftect of 
elerating the development of production and raising labor’ productivity 


( period ot history. 
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here was the collective labor of the individual peasant, which toox the 
form of mutual assistance and help or, asa result of the heritage of commune 
habor, took the form of hunting clubs in the mountains, fishing collectives 
the seacoast and so forth. This collective labor also assumed the form 
of voluntary associations established as a result of the need to strugegie 
wWalnst natural disasters, such as labor to control floods, buiid dams and 

i!d sluices. The great flood control project of our nation with its more 

ip 2,000 kilometers of dikes represents voluntary collective labor performed 


by one generation atter another for the sake of the common good. 


this second form of collective labor can be incorporated within socialism. 
However, this tradition of collective labor cannot be inherited in the way 
that tne social-Democrats in the Russian Revolution at the end of the 19th 
Century tnougnt it could. They maintained that the Russian muzhik could 
tivance to socialism on the basis of the collective nature of the Russian 

mmune . This viewpoint was anti-scientific and actually negated the 
revolutionary-vanguard position and role of the working class. The socialist 
collective labor of the working class must differ in substance from the 
previous forms of collective labor, that is, must be a _ revolutionary 
ollective, a scientific collective, a creative collective. 


‘Irst, 4 collective must be a revolutionary collective, that is, it must dare 
think and act, must cast aside all that was backward and stagnant within 

the old forms of collectives. Secondly, it must be scientific and creative. 
it must replace the ignorant, stagnant and conservative’ collective. 
letimes, because of ignorance, a project was constructed by 100 persons when 

t ould have been constructed by 5 or 10 intelligent and creative persons. 
day, as we advocate making use of the impact of joint-sector science, these 
joint sectors must be joint sectors of skilled experts from each sector in 
rder to achieve synchronization and record accomplishments of 
significance. 4 joint sector of ignorant, conservative persons is 4 useless 


thing. day, therefore, it is not that we must hold many meetings and obtain 
nany opinions, which is collective work, nor that we must establish many joint 


tors, which 18 an eftective measure, rather, the basic requirement we face 
to train many experts in all sectors, respect their labor and utilize their 
r we] . developing the role played by scientific joint sectors, whic 

way eificiency can be achieved. Here, the establishment of the 


idemy of riences is a necessary and pressing matter. 
ereas, ain the field ot culture, inheritance always goes hand in hand wit 
lectivity, revolution and development, inthe fieid of art, a <d.tferent 
Us nm occur, that is, we can inherit something without changing it, 
try to restore old cultural and art values. The recasting of our forefathers’ 
nze drums 1 Me examTole. lodav, how can we restore their metal retin.ing 
INique i traditional skill in construction and ornamentation precisés 
wav they were thi we have not been able to do this and 1f we did de 
wothis tratition be modernized and updated, we might destroy the trad 
t. arthin this tield, there is the phenomenon of “the son not being 
Cer mere ls father’ but this does not MaKe for 3 house "with 
ippiness. we are not Ddetter than our forefathers because, in the histor f 
wt, the artisan lador ot the pre-industrial civilizations has unique va 
ifs Own, value That are superior to tnose of capitaiist ariG 

















idustrial civilization and superior to modern industrial societies in terms 
ne skill and cleverness they represent. They were the skili and 
cleverness ot the artisan technology of ancient civilizations, technology 
which present day man can only try to restore, restore, if he is lucky, tu a 
«] no higher than the original level of achievement. In the world, the 
eauores of art of the periods of the ancient Greek and Roman cultures’ include 
ertaln work that we can revere and try to recreate but which we Cannot 
exceed because we lack the creative talent, such as the famous painting of an 
tallan woman by Leonardo da Vinci(1452-59), for example. This does not mean 
lat history fas come to a standstill, that things were better vesterday than 
they are todav. loday, we can create things that are larger and more 
beautiful. However, we Cannot re-create those things for which the necessary 
istori conditions have passed and will never recur. Therefore, it would 
so be a “lStake in this matter of inheriting our art heritage to only 
nphasi Ze revolut.on and modernization but not give any attention to 
preservVal.on, restoration and re-creation. 


field, we should give additional thought to inheriting che 
rituals and ceremonies of the old lifestyles, that is, give 
rid.tiona. thought to which customs, rituals and ceremonies we should preserve 
md opestore if they are still of value, instead of merely updating or 


wdinzg them, specifically, in the customs regarding coffins, marriages, 
iInera md 6the|©6ottering of sacrifices there are certain things ‘that are 
moral and must be cast aside; however, not everything 1s immoral anc need ie 
ist aside, ich as the funeral practice of writing eulogies in couplet form, 
ould this practice be maintained or abolished’? Some persons maintain that 
better to place couplets on expensive floral wreaths. {his is 


l4] Stgnificance as well as a practical economic matter in as much as 


ed for this purpose can be used again but the flowers wither and 

ie Wasted, ff course, in the future, when prosperity is ours, more and more 
wers will be used on both joyous and sad occasions. However, today, 

re t: 1] a shortage of flowers and it is better to use cloth. In the 


en - iistoryv, eulogies in the couplet form have been very valuable, such 
the ipiets spoken by the patriot Dang Thai 


“ie till a priceless historic document: 


nan aS a eulogy to iang bat 


fougn’ them with his dagger, fought them with his mind, 
».'n his pen and was determined to fight them with his sword,” 
At eave aff neg much importance’ to developing ipon our long-sta! i 
oe a eer Trasdition; WeVErT, we Nave not taken appropriate steps to deve.op 
© traditions, such as our. revolutionary and resiStance = war 
vdat . Nit ind the Russian Communist Party (8B) considered it more 
rant! levelop upon revolutionary tradition than national tradit ; 
ex! ed the tradition of democratic struggle of tne Russian nation, 
lo! t revolutlonar lemocrats of the 19th Century, praised the 
proletarian revolutionary tradition of the 1905 revolution, the bourgeois 
crat revolution in which the proletariat participated, calling it ne 
mb f the entire period of the enlightened Fast, and praised the tradit.on 
ne prea tobe nevoiution. 











4! intcyv toda we have, even in recent years, extolled the tradition of 
t10Na Struggle when celebrating the anniversaries of Nguyen Trai, Nguyen 


ind so forth. However, we have not appropriately extolled revolutionary 
i ms, from the Nghe Tinh soviet to the August evolution, and, in 
rt ir, e traditions of the wars of resistance against France and the 

‘ ite St ate Xe 
ae are happy to note that this thinking of ours (first proposed in june, 1952) 


sistent with the thinking of the leaders of our party and state. 





kecentiy, on .% August 1982, I had the good fortune to meet with Chairman Pham 
fan Ong, lv gave me some valuable advice. Talking about inheriting 
tradition, he reminded me: "Why do historians not write the history of tie 
ear of resistance? Anniversaries are the same way, there are many 
miniversari of things that happened in ancient times but the wars of 
sistance have virtually been forgotten. Something must be done to correct 
Ituation. You and your colleagues have written very little about the 
wl f resistance. In the Soviet Union, much is taught about the great war 
national detense. we have not done enough in this regard.” 
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they are also called Tam Toa Thanh Mau or Tam Phu 


9. In folk literature, 
Thanh Mau: the virgin mother of the sky, the virgin mother of the 
mountains and forests and the virgin mother of the sea. The term "Phu" 
denotes an administrative area, an administrative unit and also denotes a 
palace in which the ruler resides, consequently, it also means the temple 
of the Virgin Mother. Consequently, the three temples of the Virgin 
Mothers are abbreviated as Dao Tam Toa or Dao Tam Phu. 
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10 YEARS AGO TODAY, OUR ARMY AND PEOPLE WON VICTORY OVER THE AIR OFFENSIVE 
CONDUCTED BY (iE B-52 FLYING FORTRESSES OF THE U.S. IMPERIALISTS 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 46-51 
|Article by Thanh Tinj 
'lext | Reviewing a Highpoint in the Historic Struggle 


\ full 10 years have passed since those 12 days and nights of intense combat 
during which our army and people fought the massive air raid carried out by 
the B-52 flying fortresses of the bellicose leaders of the United States. 


, person usually has to stand a certain distance away from an _ imposing 
mountain in order to see its full beauty from all perspectives. The passage 
ot lO years has provided sufficient time for us to more clearly see _ the 
brilliant pinnacle ot victory that was reached in the historic. struggle 
between our people and the U.S. imperialist aggressors. 


ihe Key, Decisive Battle in Achieving the Target of "Driving Off the 


‘ A] 
“Mericans 


"Drive off the Americans, bring down the puppets!" The sayings of President 
Ho Chi Minh were always inspiring, concise, profound and easy to remember. 
ihese eight words summarized the two strategic objectives of our army and 
people in the resistance against the United States for national salvation. 


ihese two objectives were very closely linked to each other because the l.5. 
imperialists were relying upon the puppet army and government in a vain 
ittempt to impose their rule within our country; conversely, the puppets were 

linging to the U.S. imperialists as a base of support, as a source of money 
ind weapons; they were also clinging to the U.S. army, to their equipment, 
eeapons and tirepower in a vain attempt to avoid annihilation on the 


} ] ' 4 
battlefieid. 


rder ain which these objectives were to be met was also very correct: 
lrive ott the Americans tirst; once the Americans had been driven off, the 
puppets would surely tall in the face of the offensive blows by our army = and 


people. 

















Making "driving off the Americans" the first strategic objective was a very 
correct and wise decision, At the time, the U.S. imperialists ruled a vast 
country possessing abundant economic and military might, a country with a 
population of more than 200 million, with more than 2 million troops in 
uniform and 12 million more that could be mobilized. We could not establish 
tor ourselves the requirement of annihilating all the expeditionary forces of 
the Lnited states. 


} 
‘a 


"Driving off the Americans" made full use of the position of the revolution in 
our times by mobilizing the conscience of all mankind, including American 
eorking people, to support the just cause of our people and strongly dividing 
the politica! powers within the United States with a view toward highly 
isolating the bellicose leaders within the White House in order to force them, 
regardless of how stubborn they might be, to request the withdrawal of their 


severely impaired expeditionary forces. 


tighting the enemy and negotiating; launching strong attacks in order to force 
rhe enemy to sit down and negotiate with us; launching even stronger attacks 
when negotiations were being held in order to give more weight to our 
diplomat i: etfort; providing the enemy with a way out by means ot 
negotiations, that is, accepting defeat without losing face; and not pushing 
the enemy into a frustrated position from which they might do something 
reckless. [his was the correct and creative line that led to victory. 


in mid-1972, by means of our steadfast fight and the continuous victories won 
m the battlefield, together with our determined struggle at the negotiating 
table, we torced the U.S. imperialists to agree to the withdrawal of ail U.S. 
troops. Of course, they obstinately schemed to "leave but remain behind" by 
propping ip the puppet government through their over ambitious 
"Vietnamization” program. In Paris, they agreed to sign the Agreement in late 
wtober, 1972. However, they then changed their minds, broke their promise and 


demanded the revision of more than 40 points within the agreed upon draft. 


‘hey did this because they had suffered heavy losses and were panic-stricken. 


‘new did tis because the articles of the agreement were very disadvantageous 


' them; because they clearly felt that their total defeat in Vietnam and 
fooning wo.ull accelerate the decline of the position and power. An arrogant 
iperpower that had never experienced defeat in any war now had to bow its 
ead oan cept a shameful and ignominious defeat. It was then that U.S. 


lent ‘Nixon recklessly lashed out in a vain attempt to avoid the tragic 


‘ * . wr *} ry 
i * ‘ae AemMn, 


. >. aguressors escalated the war to its highest level. This level 
represented the pinnacle of conventional warfare: every B-52 flying fortress 
eithin the [.5. Strategic Air Command was mobilized to carry out high density, 
inpet bombing attacks against densely populated areas in Hanoi, Haiphong, 
so forth in a vain attempt to break the will of the opposition, 


roe the opposition to yield, to accept a U.S. style peace and reverse the 
esperate situation in which the Americans found themselves. 


irmy and people immediately replied to this criminal escalation of the war 


the bellicose leaders of the United States. Their reply was immediate, 














1ppropriate. The peopie ot the capital hervicaiiy replied; the 

care North heroically replied; the people of the entire South 

nd neroically coordinated with us. The flying fortresses of tne 

eere reduced to rubble. One after another of the arrogant crews 

bowed their heads and were imprisoned. Our air force emulated 
JODs. ‘ne low-altitude air detense network of the militia 

forces closely coordinated with the high-altitude air defense 


--, 


ne entire world voiced its indignation over the ruelty and 
tne imperialist ringleaders. m 26 December 1972, Pentagon 
acknowledge that the loss of 3 percent of the B-52's engaged in 

eas an unacceptable loss rate to the U.S. Strategic Air Force. 
bring this air offensive filled with crimes to a conclusion 

1:iied to accurately measure the stiff resistance by the opposition 

tive this resistance would be; he also had no idea that worid 
ice such an immediate or strong protest. 


as torced to take himself to Paris and sign his initials to the 
ipulating that ali U.S. forces had to be withdrawn. The 
resent at that time observed: the conierence room was silent but 


45. flying fortresses being shot from the sky over Hanoi could 


was. The brilliant feat of arms called “Dien Bien Phu in «che 


1 at the end of December, 1972, was the brilliant pinnac.e of ou: 
, was tne battle that caused the Paris Agreement to be signed and 
nited States ‘to withdraw all of its troops, thereby ushering in a 
new test ot strength. This was the period in which our army and 
“] torth in the midst of victory to implement their next strategy, 
wii the puppets, thereby advancing the glorious Cause oi resisting 
~tates for national salvation to total victory. The historic 
ween the people of Vietnam and the U.S. imperialists ended wit 
-letnam winning total, complete victory. 


ia 


iry Theory Becomes Bankrupt and Reaches a Deadiock 


17s Military theory of the U.S. imperialists was primarily based 


sch of the tecnnology at their disposal. Because Capitalism has 
vera] hundred vears, thev were able to make use of the most 
erles anG at llevements of science and tee MNnGiORYV. They CAOURNI 
-ranwe K-02 flying fortresses with their eight jet engines that 
tens of thousands of meters, dropped several dozen tons 
re e yrted by fighter aircraft and supported by met nat t 
them ain a network of interference would be the weapon that 
‘ar oan tne earts of the opposition and force the opposition ¢t 
° ihe masterful experts at the Pentagon calculated ¢ 
Pat t terrible torture” upon the Vietnamese and 4: 
e, regardless of how stiff their resistance was. Ihe #-02 was 
f power, the embodiment ot inviolabdility and was the too! of 
e American military in conventional war. ihis was svmboiize n 
ghtning embiazoned as an emblem on the fuselage of each b-02; 
posed t the opposition before ey KDew WwW ippened 
rine f lt OV algBntning 











On the other hand, American Miiitary Cnieory was implemented ym tne basis of an 


pncorrect issessment of the nature of man. According to them, man 1s a 
hedonist DV Nature who ioves iltfe, tears death, is Ccoward!y and will beg LO 
have his life saved. Tortured by the B-52, the miraculous weapon of decisive 
trategi ignificance, the Vietnamese would have to surrender because thers 
eas hO way they could resist; they would be killed and threatened with 
yenocide by the B-52 carpet bombings. The iived in a poor country, a country 


with no capital, a country with meager material bases; the B-52 carpet 
bombings would destroy their lives and property and their will to resist would 
surely de broken. [nis was the law of “perfect logic,” the logic of the 
he logic of measuring others by one's own standards. 


? 


nperlalist ringleaders, 


terms of th theory and practice, the glorious victory won by the army and 
people of ‘Vietnam by retaliating against the U.S. flying fortresses and 


bringing tne B-32"s crashing down into black mud, was further proof of the 
truth that, in the tield of military affairs, man is still the most decisive 
fuctor in war. The Vietnamese, persons who possess a high will to fight and 
unvielding spirit, knew how to find the spiritual and material strength 

ey needed and developed effective methods of fighting; as a result, they 


jot down #-02's, captured the U.S. pilots of these strategic aircraft and 
oved tt \merican idol from its exulted position, thereby displaying the 
| iracter ot the new man, aman who had become the master of his 
wm ola Te The master of his weapons and equipment in the tenacious figh 


1iMst the cruelest imperialist powers. 


e brilliant victory won by our army and people over the U.S. flving 


rtresses was further proof of the truth of our times: an unyielding and 
telliget ‘hat ais determined to fight, that knows how to fight, that is 
itary science and military art and that skiiltully coordinat: 
: in the military, political and diplomatic fields and unites with 
2! mcKind, even tne people oO! the pposit ion'’s COUNLTY, Can 
ectively retaliate against the most insane escalations of the war by the 
enemy and «e Piorious victory. 
el Np Ne AV jeteat yf the B-52 strategic oifensive, tne ode 
eri eaere forced to sign the Paris Agreement and agree to withdraw aii 
rOOps. inl was tne heaviest, the most bitter and the most 
ind political defeat of the L.»d. imperias:1lSts in the neariy 
eo tne hited states. 
an naistori mature, Cine oS. military has become deepi, 
tion. iheir deterrent trategv has failed because thev have 
ns within their storehouse of strategic weapons with which to 
a ‘ nm Nai wars against ufy ielding nations on the various continents! 
. rey mira yw a nu far wa’, the] uperiority in this area wa 
ne period of the Vietnam war and thev are not about te commit 
i 
. rour t we past 10 years, the U.S. imperiali ive 

f ‘ i t tne i’ the n pons of the thie wor i oa they f . 
engage | irect armed intervention in ft pia, Angola, r 

i ' i yred to use L.S. ombat Torce r the tact 44 i! 

f 
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i! throughout the world and brought 


Cnited States Nicaragua or £1 Salvador, 


: + 
, ; ne 


ighar :n as they did 10 years ago in the Dominican Kepubiic, 
{99 aitG ? rwucnhea,. 

sed by the U.S. imperialists through their deterrent strategy 
porated with the outstanding defeat of the hundreds ot J.5. 3-32 

ctre r e skies over North Vietnam exactly 10 vears ago. 
yboration Between the U.S. Imperialists and the 3eijing =xpansionists 

¢ 1 Deadend 

<nows, the criminal escalation ot the war to its greatest heisht 
super-faee Nixon was carried out at atime when Sino-American 
42 nad become a reality; the U.S. imperialists were not at al! 
$ abort being denounced and opposed by China as thev were in tne past 


recelvecc 


washington even 


Mel jing authorities railed against them. 
iragement from Beijing under a policy that reeked of selfisn 
nde , ° ey and ¢¢ : i, 7 ° + r We 
md Creacneryv. Keep your hands off us and we won t bother vou. 


knows, the hot-tempered hoodlum brandishing the B-»2 
nonored guest of Beijing, a guest for whom Beijing 
et and arranged a 21 gun salute; his new friend gave 
ht tor the planned criminal escalation of the war to iis 

ver. Among the “common interests" emphasized by Washington and 
ymmunique were Washington's plan to bring Viet 
iid the ambition of the Beijing expansionists to 


nam t {) 
weaken Vietnam. 


¥ jietnam 


joined me in a crime without parallel to oppose. the 

intil the end; they also made a political deal with each other 
backS of the Vietnamese. 

u ofthe war to its highest ievel ever, Nixon showed his most 

ind immediately brought upon himself the strong denunciation 
tempt i »zgressive mankind; at the same time, Beijing, by 
tanding the sidelines watching the crimes ot the imperialist 


infaithful to 
itself 
opinion throughout the world, especially within the 
ntries that were constantly courted by China. 


showed itself to be shamelessly genuine 


upon 


** 
‘ 


the slings and 


teresting note that since our army and people 
\merican ilaboration in late December, 19/2, the scorecar yf 
" fe imperialists and the expansionists shows not g but 
lefeat 
ent torceda the United States to withdraw a f st i 
,t ystly expedition in U.S. historv, an expeditiat 
18 in every respect. Beijing wa ylso) 3 dumbstruce 
‘heir hearts, thev wanted a ratier iarge 1 i 
in Vietnam in order prevent the total victory 
. i ° 
» * e Salgon puppet army 
i! in impetence, tne expansionist eacet f 

















e¢ } - . > + , . 7 7 } a? scar 4 +f r > > — ne +? 
CrestTlaiien md criec bitter tears. They wanted tne puppet army inc =6tLne 


sl] tnwartiny their dream to expand into Southeas 


ippet gUovernment Lo exist on a permanent DaSI1sS iff orGer CO prevent the 
ormation ot a unified social+st Vietnam, whic 


nh would constitute an mposing 
st Asla. 


kK 


1x e4ar>  iater, tne cruel Khmer Rouge were toppled by genuine Kampuchean 


ries united with the Vietnamese revolution. washington and Beijing 


? 
| 


nDled and felt pangs of bitterness. Following in the tracks or 


ikon’s wrecked venicle and with the encouragement of Washington, the Beijing 


siazLlaf 


‘nt 600,000 troops to invade Vietnam; they were dealt proper 


4 j St? iL i 
- MG «se deteated soldiers were forced to withdraw. New defeats have 
ide an coilaboration even more evident. 


‘Lraving the Chinese people and betraying the ideals of communism, which they 
ut iim, the reactionaries within Chinese ruling circles have ied 


g in a criminal collaboration, betraying the world revolution, 


hemse | vi jiown a deadend street. They have lost all prestige and honor in 
he eyes of the world revolutionary movement. The Chinese people, who possess 


re tionat tradition, have raised major questions and demand that they be 
ly who are China's friends and whom does China consider to be 
nem .> China still a socialist country or has it become something else 


~- 
— 
. 
- 
; 
—s 
** 


x lalist country any longer? Is the Chinese Communist Party 
t party or has it become some other kind of party? These are 


a 


tern jest ns that Strike at the heart of the criminal Sino-American 


90Se and undermine the worid revolution and go against the 
revolutionary currents of our times. 


yled Hoodlum Becomes a Teacher 


» , 1 — OS. s asus i, . : . ho . - r ay 
NK | ara vi xon has gone Gown in history iS Line person ait 


+ 


the heaviest defeat on 


to the highest level and who suffered 


ittlefield: at the same time, he was the odious criminal involved 
nda! These two quagmires in domestic and foreign affairs 


tne AAT QA LC sta bie 
eed Nixon's true selfs cruel, shameless, lacking in intelligence and 
, rt, the symbol of the American political system in the midst of 


ve risis. History also clearly records the cursed crimes 
« American president and commander-in-chief during 12 days and 


nt ' ice December, 1972, when, ina fit of rage, he dispatched hundreds 
< 2 riresses to commit genocide and sow destruction in Hanoi, 
7 ypher areas. Yet, this criminal has vet to lie silent in the 
pets story. He is praised and revered as a teacher by tne 
t, Ronald Reagan. After resigning, Nixon had time to 
ter defeats suffered by America in the war of aggression in 
ra ’ ed to extract trom them lessons for U.S. political circles. 
ts er.'ten a book entitled "The Real war,” in which he presents himself 
thew teacher ot U.S. presidents in the post-Vietnam period. The 
1! taught bv Nixon to Reagan is: be tougher(!), be “more 
: ar ntront the Soviet Union, the socialist ountries, confront 
tha NG re iz y rces of tne worid. The most famous words at 

CD i “eagan ares "The U.S. president must Na tne JUrage tf 
ns t a h he previously never gave thought.” These ire word that 

mae rece lessness, encourage recklessness bordering insanity. 
2 

















er 


nas done preciseiv aS he has been instructed by Nixon. The white tiouse 
Pentagon have raised military expenditures to record levels. America 
ied israel into a large-scale war in Lebanon. America urged the 


- government tu launch the expedition to invade the Malvinas Islands of 
Zen 1, ‘thereby >Sringing upon itself the indignation otf all South America; 


is al posing the country of revolutionary Nicaragua and supporting 
Salvadoran reactionary government in its desperate opposition to the 
Trioti struggle being waged by the people. Keagan has also recklessly 


.kKed about preparing for an atomic war in Europe. 


Nat this time is the fact that, exactly 10 years after their 


ine esc c4aiation of the war and their shameful defeat in Vietnam, 


nav not awakened; rather, they still want to engage in even 
pre reckless adventures in all regions of the world. Nixon's act of 
terism ot using B-52 flying fortresses as a tool with which to commit 
rimes 1s being e:evated by the U.S. President to the overriding policy of the 


ite House: reate tension and aggressively confront all revolutionary 


. 
tna } — 
Lilie Ll eWe 


fears ago, America met with bitter defeat after the criminal escalation of 
ear tv its highest level was crushed and hundreds of thousands of U.s 
to dvuard ships or planes and return to their country. Then, the 
ppet army was crushed and the U.S. ambassador and U.S. generals and c 
in pani thus bringing to an end the most tragic chapter in American 


oday, 1U years later, America has experienced scores of new defeats in Asia, 
the Near Fast, the Middle East, Africa, Central America and South America. 


r NG , a7 (oh i nd lar 
iOwlNt in ne Tracks ot Nixon S overturned vehicle and el 1|eVa 


‘8 

Kless ats ot war that were totally defeated to a policy of obstinate 

nfrontation, the Keagan administration will surely only court new bitter 

fefeats. ihe very heavy defeat of the Republican Party in the recent mid-term 

N serves as another stern warning. The struggle against the arms race 

Ng waged . very iarge strata of the people is shaking the United States 

s «wt ¢ IW pe 

, OD se policy will only lead the obstinate imperialists 

® leavy ieteats. The proper lesson that was taught to the U.S. imperialisis 

ictilyv fears agg in the skies over the capital Hanoi and North Vietnam 

! 1 :lue today in deterring the hotheads, heads so hot that they 


rder mity rT the American warmongerers. 
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DEOLOGICAL LIFE: THE THEFT OF PUBLIC PROPERTY 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 52-54, 61 


' 
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Article by Trung Thanh] 


rext | 4s regards the negative phenomena that now exist in our society, we 


must discuss the theft of public property. 


There are some who think: "the theft of public property is a crime and those 


wo commit this crime must be sent for transformation or thrown in prison; do 
this, and there will be no need for lengthy discussion!" 

'f only it were that simple! 

anen treating a disease, it is necessary to treat the cause, the not the 


ymptom. lo abolish theft, we must eradicate everything that causes theft to 


[ t 
‘merge and spread. Therefore, in addition to employing the tough measures of 
ne dictatorship of the proletariat, in addition to improving our economic 


management, we absolutely must discuss the ideological side of the issue. 


Ne vast majority of our party members and people detest theft. However, 


‘here are some persons who are not resolutely opposed to theft because they do 


tt fully realize how extensive it is at present. [his might be because thev 
not have a deep understanding of the realities of life or because they 


maintain simplistic point of view and cannot visualize the black hearts and 


} - t . < , 
malicious tricks of the “rats with human faces.’ 


+ cir 


ourse, the virtue of integrity is a basic virtue of our party, of our 
lety. However, we must realize that theft is on the increase and is a 
ial issue with which we must be concerned. we must concern ourselves with 
1S 1ssue because the thieves are not only protessionai hoodlums, not only 4a 
ber ot rdinary citizens and not only some low ranking personnel otf the 
ite, but they are also party members, especially cadres and persons f 
sition and authority. [here have been persons in charge of corporations, 


terprises, wharves, storage yards, warehouses, stores, transportation line 
1 so forth that have masterminded the theft of public. property. we must 
ern ourselves with this issue because it not only involves cases of the 


+ - 4 rs 9 4 > = ] . ’ . } ’ _f . '? ] ° 7 hm 
perirormed DY individual thieves, DUt aisSO Involves cases )I Lne 
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ney look for ways to offer bribes in order to « 

their theft and bribery, they intimidate the mas: 

‘rm honest persons. he must Concern ourselves w! 
continue to live lives of luxury and have not been 


i 
leveriv concealed their crimes »i 


ecting them! We must concern ourselves with this issue 
nett have been political in nature, have involved enemy 
designed to sabotage our economy or disrupt or soci 

{ radio stations on the central and iocai ieveis ve 
theft, more than a tew of which cause us t e angry 
someone to make a detailed accounting, we would = find 

of stolen money, materials, goods, grain and so tortn 
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i up to frightening figures. 
t and a violation of the law. \t 
ing shortages and difficulties in t 


Qdal ly i 1Ves . 


against their lives, not only an economic crime, 
is also a political crime because it exacerbates the 


our state and our people. For this reason, one ot 


s of our people is to put an end to theft and to 

ie@t* and thieves in a strict but just manner so Ui 

in our society and no place within the agencies of the 

‘ir place is within transformation camps and prisons. 

ison whatsoever, harbors or tolerates thieves must also 

hat the reason theft is on the rise is because ir 
inazgement of society are still weak. we do not denv 
provide better management, we couid, of course, lose 
ent very many thefts. when thieves see that we have 
or" and when they cannot easily steal something 
mechanism and good management have erected countless 
itticult to pass through, thev wili surely tremble with 
ng as we allow money, property and materials to be 

2 aS no one inspects or controls their use and as g 

llations have not been acopted, not only thieves, 

t decadent but simpiy cann tr their greed w 
wever, it Ls incorrect QO) \ empha 17 i 
Magement and social inde ; Nsider ‘ en ) 

Nn cause oI the thet I roperty. we 7 
Ze incere persons who Know rignt from wrong, wi 
ior and shame, we ynnot relax our standards, 
tne level of thieves in anv circumstance n 
ent in which a loophole might exist in one are 
iow much property the state or yiiect 
Ee. not ye Le ig t We i yo : t. ‘ 
ve een unned and de e “ 
e ance! Imes. 











rea! ilso those who think that theft is on the rise because of the 
diftriculties and shortages in everyday lice. This is not entirely accurate. 
rue, we do tace acute economic difficultics and acute difficulties in our 
flaily lives; however, large numbers of our cadres and party members, large 
numbers of our people are overcoming these difficulties and are continuing to 


ive wholesome and pure lives. Fxamples of honesty, of not touching one dong 
of money or grain of rice belonging to the collective or the state can be 
found in every sector and locality. In actuality, the "big time” thieves are 
not persons who are encountering difficulties or shortages. Actually, because 
tf cheir nsatiable greed, they want to live a life of luxurv anc quice] 
ome rich ov stealing property trom the collective and state, by taki 


wiich belongs to law-abiding persons. 


ihe indifferent, irresponsible attitude that is taken toward theft is a matter 
st thought. Every theft that occurs anvwhere, be it minor or major 
In nature 1s Known by someone; there are partv organizations, good cadres, 
ood) =party members and good, honest and loyal persons’ everywhere. Their 
mbers are iarge and the number of thieves is small. Therefore, why have we 
wer lies in our inditterent, 

rresponsidle attitude. Some persons think that because the property of the 
and wt} llective belongs to everyone, no harm is done if only a smali 

f " is lost (but when a small amount of their personal property is 
t tne ery same persons are upset to the point where they cannot eat or 
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t e] ible to stamp out theft? The ans 


eep and go around complaining to anyone who will listen!). when they see 
| is kind of thinking causes these persons to turn the other 
eaiv and not become involved for fear of losing work, losing time, for fear o 

ftending someone, tor fear of retaliation. when they notice that there are 


opholes in management that are being taken advantage of by decadent persons, 
ney do not vive attention to closing them, rather, thev consider the whole 
t "an exercise in futility!" Some persons in charge do not keep 
rbred t the situation, are gullible and allow subordinate cadres and 
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, p 1i Hai, Nguyen Thai Binh and the scores 
‘ ‘5 in fighting negative phenomena. fo sympath: 
« lost something is a common feeling 
r , there .s @ higher ethic, the ethic of truly feeling 
2 Da public property of the state or the coll: 
yuu d tee! this unhappiness, if you do not feei this 
fferent in the face of every loss of public property, ¥ 
re-examii vourself to determine whether you stiil 
nd sentiments needed to be a party member! 
igainst theft, we should not consider petty theft to de s 
jangerous. { tarmer who steals a few kilograms of padd 
, a worker who steals a bar of soap or tube of toothpaste 
it@ store worker who swipes a little merchandise and so 
rm. However, such acts will corrupt them. Once ath 
} oft without a Alitcn, it is very easy to commit another 
steals an egz might steal a chicken and then a cow; = suc: 
fe. , person who gradually loses his good qualities = an 
* spreads and grows will someday become a danger to 
socialist property, regardless of how insignificant it m 
{ inviolable. If we tolerate petty theft, if we allow eve 
‘a lay, the combined loss to the economy wiil be sizn. 
wi pe ‘nett, we cannot develop the economy wel'!, 
ving conditions of the people, cannot mold the new 
ryanizations of the party and the agencies of the sta 
he Qi lon thus becomes: Can we wipe out theft? The a 
eft wil ontinue to be rampant in every sector and at ever 
ic management and social management are lax, the disciplin 
ix, the laws of the state are lax and an attitude of ii 
Li tists, Conversely, if we are fully deter 
we Take yanizational and management measures to combat 
t tr responsibility and if we know how to generat le 
i :Zainst theft, we will surely effectively repuis 
Z : in be confirmed at those places at which the 
b ‘na has been properly oriented. 
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DUCTION OF VIETNAM'S MARXIST-LENINIST LINE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


THE =INTRO 
(HROUCGH FOREIGN LANGUAGE BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS 
Hanoi IAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 55-56, 68 
\rt by Dich Van} 
ext fnis year, Ngoai Van Publishing House is 25 years old. AS 4 genera 
m1 iz mouse that has the task of introducing every aspect of the 
revol on, the people and the socialist system of Vietnam, Ngoai Van 
iblishing House has made efforts over the past quarter century to reflect the 
“Marxist-Leninist line of Vietnam. This has been done by means of books (in 
glisn, eeenen, prea Spanish, Chinese, the international language and so 
rth) an rrough NGHIEN CUU VIET-NAM Journal (English and French), IN VIET- 
1M rn published between 1970 and 1978 in English and French) and VItlI- 
NAM \ ( journal (published between 1956 and 1955 in English, french and 
© onal language). which have been distributed to roughly i00 
intries tne woriad,. 
\ugu Revolution, the victory of Dien Bien Phu and the liberation of 
2 earned for Vietnam a special position in the world, especially within 
rd world. Other people want to learn how a former colony led by a 
irty triumphed over colonialism, both old and new, and want to 
hur line on building the country. Mr. Maligay, a Senagalese 
t sald; "we closely follow very many of the developments in your 
ruse they are very useful to us in our truggie against 
err ." Through the publishing of works in foreign languages, the Sri 
Ka A int Congre oncluded: "we feel that Vietnam is a great source 
ne socidilst Camp. . 
* general line and the political line of our party, ‘Ngoai Van 
1g has disseminated all the major documents of the 3rd, 4th 
i! gresses as well as the major works of our leaders (President Ho, 
luan, ig Chinh, Pham Van Dong, Vo Nguyen Giap, ‘Van Tien Dung and so 
erican publishing house has reprinted the major portion of he 
2 version of "The Selected Works of Ho Chi Minh.” The French version of 
"Advancing ier the Banner of the Party"(the title of the foreigrs Nguask 
as been changed to: "The Vietnamese Revolution, Projections d 
p 3" Duan has been translated into Italian and distributed to ai] 
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1, 1an uurna IAFAISI CRITICISM Keeps adreaSt OF publications on iSsuesS 
SeMer Bites p p 
pert sininyg to the colonial revolution through tne extraordinary experiences ot 
" ' ° tr: , , ss 
vietnam. in order to disseminate the exper lences or tietnam 1n a svstematlc 


8 \ 


vanner, Ngoai Van Publishing House has been publishing a collection of books 


entitled “The Vietnam Experience"; three or four volumes are published each 
fear, each of which deals with one issue in a detailed, systematic manner, 
wialyzing both strengths and weaknesses. The first several volumes have dealt 

wit fignting illiteracy, iand reform, kindergarten education and folk 
iterature. 





yenera. jine on literature and culture--the inheritance and development of 
ouiterary and cultural traditions--is very clearly explained in “Selected 
literary works of Vietnam" published in French and English(four volumes, 2,200 


Paves). According to the American journalist R. French, "this valuable 
ollection of books...fills in a lamentable gap in our knowledge of eastern 
literature... All of the powers that have invaded Vietnam down through the 
centuries, including our own century, have ultimately failed to achieve 


success in their effort to conquer or assimilate the nation of Vietnam, 
lestroy Vietnamese culture and replace it with their own culture." 


rier ‘vo reduce its expenses and effectively introduce the line of the 
rietnatese revolution to foreign countries, Ngoai Van Publishing House has 
1154 lLaborated with toreign publishing houses to publish books in their 
le it has collaborated with the Soviet Union to publish 


myuage, for example, t 

; ave = ee - mW 1 . - ‘ P 

ih Vietnamese books as "The Land of Uncle Ho, The Socialist Repubiic oi 

. ; 9 , as 7 A P e _" . 7 ° : ’ - mite L Wry 
-ietnam and Ho Chi Minh and Africa’; collaborated with India to repubiish The 
History ot Vietnam"(in English); collaborated with the GDR to print books on 

- 6 Mrs a4 a 
vietnea with photographs; collaborated with Japan to print Children s 
ies"; and collaborated with Italy, West Germany, Mexico and other 
publish books on contemporary issues(the Chinese aggressors, 

aa | } 3 i » 1 rt ‘je 











[HE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION'S MILITARY STRATEGY OF 'DIRECT CONFRONTATION’ 


janol TAP CHL CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 57-61 


lext, The Reagan administration has adopted a new military strategy, one 
riled tne “direct confrontation" strategy. This is the fourth military 
trategy adopted by the United States in the slightly more than three decades 
ince 1950: there was the "massive retaliation" strategy of the Eisenhower 
idministration, the "fiexible response" strategy of the Kennedy and Johnson 
idministrations and the "real deterrent" strategy of the Nixon, ford and 


ihe basic element of the new "direct confrontation" military strategy is that 
the lnited States must “win military superiority” by the end of the 20th 
Century. lhe measures for achieving this goal are to intensify the arms race, 
g . ly ’ +} +. } + - ° P sé " . ; " 1 
ecially in the field ot strategic nuclear weapons; ‘directly confront” the 
oviet nion and the revolutionary and progressive forces of the world; and 
impose U.S. military control everywhere and at all times by means of whatever 


‘ype of war is required, including nuclear war. 


ites advocates using "military power" to "directly confront” the 


viet nion and the world revolution. Weinberger, the U.S. Secretary of 
tense, has frequently repeated that "we cannot exclude any area," "the 
Interests of the tnited States are giobal in nature, consequently, the 

nilitarv line of the United States must also be global in nature." 
YY othe start of the 1960's, President Kennedy declared that the United States 
was prepared ise military power to "help its allies and friends at any time 
at aNy p e in the world.” However, the washington administrations from 
lower, sennedy and johnson to Nixon, Ford and Carter selected 4 number 
"key" regions and called them regions in which the United States has "vital 
ferests. Sack then, western Europe, the Middle Fast and Latin America wer: 
dered ye the regions in which the United States had permanent “Vital 
erests,’ Vietnam and the Indochina peninsula had a "special position” on 

is list under the Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon administrations. 
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iv, ©, adopting tne viewpoint OL glodai Girect confrontation, the Keagan 
. . : ny] 
ration Openiy Snow: that lt considers the entire world to be a 
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lat lONnad detense Puideiines tor tiscCdi years 1984-1985, Which were 
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ipproved » rresicent Reagan on 21 May 1982, i@ariy States A war agalnst 
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K Thue e long such a ntlict will last and the nature of the weapons used in 
". Nal weapons as well as nuclear weapons), the United States must 

repared tv the point that it Can win victory in a long war of any type and 

ist one more fully equipped than it is now"(based on an article by Michael 
irk t tne washington [Institute of Policy Studies printed in the French 


. WW - , . ° mA) ; ~ r 9 , 
‘ary circles are praising the flexibility of Reagan s-) global 


” "? A . . ” ° : 
Ntation strategic Initiative. According to them, because 
th, " ° , , ° ; . , . 
the longer have fixed “key regions, the ruling circles in washington are 
) , depending upon the specific circumstances and conditions at each place 
re, Seer ae “\¢ A re } : thoatk , F . 1 6 ; = "4 
: MPOINnts, o decide whether or not to call these piaces piaces 


4 * + - , ~ 1 ° P ~~) rb, Ps Pan 
a! ow mnited States NaS Vital interests and whether or not to use this 
Hoek use tor intervent:on by one form or another as washington did = when 
Malvina Incident ynroke out in South America and the Lebanon = incident? 
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NATLONAL = TRAD: TION: ALL THE PEOPLE ARE SOLDIERS, THE ENTIRE COUNTRY JOINS 


Fo a ae i 
cornpoctl oe rire oDreur arcareet rar , 
FRFOR TS IN The FIGHT AGAINST THE ENEMY 


lanoi TAP CHI CONG >sAN in Vietnamese No 12, Dec 82 pp 62-68 


lex! summarizing the three wars of resistance against the Nguyen aggressor 
rmy iran Juoc Tuan cited one important reason for the victories we won then 


i a i 

is “the king and his subjects were united as one, brothers were in harmony, 
Y Intry ined efforts and the enemy captured themselves."(1) The book 

"Annam Chi Luoc”™ also records the fact that "all the people fought the enemy 
uring the Tran Dynasty. And, the historian Phan Huy Chu wrote in his work: 

" 1] » . _i4 
tveryone was 4 soldier during the Tran Dynasty, which is why they were able 


leleat a savage enemy and strengthen the country's position."(2) All the 
ire idiers, the entire country joins efforts in fighting the enemy, 

iS 1S the general historic experience that resulted from the strategic 
11ticance contained with the body of military knowled 


ifested not oniy during the Tran Dynasty, but also throughout our people s 


entire history of struggling to defend the country. 
intryv, tne strength that we employ to defend the country is not 
the strengt f a state, it is the strength of an entire country. 
pwitnh this viewpoint, our forefathers, when organizing forces to fight 
enemy or deteng the country, did not relv solely upon the forces of the 
ig arvy, but alsu knew now to rely upon "the entire country to fight the 
tratexs of "t entire country joining efforts” and "all the people 
: Ne nem\ also has its origin in the objective requirements ot it 
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, our material resources have alwavs been limit 
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Clearly, a memorial to defeat which has the purpose of commemorating an unjust 
war can only vield a defeatist spirit for another unjust war. 
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